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Boy lost out 
on services 


A boy who was disabled through a delivery that went 


wrong was left without the proper physiotherapy for years. 


Samuel Mansell, 11, from 
Wales received £3,275,000 in 
damages at the high court last 
month after his mother Penny 
fought for 11 years to get 
compensation. He has severe 
athetoid cerebral palsy (cp) and 
needs constant care. 

The money will be used to 
buy services and equipment 
and make necessary adapta- 


Parnell: Treatment needed early 


tions to Samuel’s home and at 
his school. 

But Samuel’s solicitor, Nicola 
Castle, says the settlement can- 
not make up for what he has 
missed. “His mother thinks if 
he had had consistent phsyio- 
therapy while he was develop- 
ing he would be much better 
now,” she told DN. 

The case raises concerns over 
the lack of access to physio- 
therapy many disabled people 
face. Richard Parnell, research 
manager for Scope, said: 
“Ninety-five per cent of people 
with cp won’t have the oppor- 
tunity to sue. Physiotherapy 
can improve their lives. The 
younger they get it, the better.” 


DN is running a survey of 
physiotherapy provision. 
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Hands up for victory: Children from Victoria School in Poole, Dorset celebrate winning this year’s BT 
Challenge with TV presenter Kirsten O’Brien. The school was one of six teams of disabled and non- 
disabled children who made it to the final of the challenge, held in Kielder Forest in Northumberland. 


Fighting on 


A former prison doctor is pressing ahead with an appeal against a tribunal 


decision despite disability charity claims that the Disability Discrimination 


Act (DDA) does not cover his call for special treatment. 


Dr Jayantha Ilangaratne of 
Hull claims the British Medical 
Association (BMA) discrimi- 
nated against him by not back- 
ing him fully after he gave up 
work in 1994 due to stress. 

The BMA pulled out of sup- 
porting him in a damages claim 
after taking legal advice and 
decided its own solicitors 
would not deal with him direct- 
ly in other matters. 

Dr Ilangaratne, who was ill 
with depression, had alleged at 
an Employment Tribunal in 


October that the BMA did not 


take sufficient care in explain- 
ing things to him as a person 
with mental health problems. 

But the tribunal said he had 
not been treated less favourably 
than others would have been. 

It said Dr Ilangaratne 
“unhappily has shown himself 
at times to be unreasonable and 
unrealistic”. 

Samantha Fothergill, legal 
officer at the Royal Association 
for Disability and Rehabilitation, 
warned that the part of the 
DDA calling for trade organisa- 
tions like the BMA to make 


reasonable adjustments is not 
yet in force. 

But Andy Potts, Dr 
Ilangaratne’s solicitor, said 
there was a “duty generally to 
treat people with disabilities in 
a different way” in case law. 

“We do not think on the face 
of this decision that has been 
considered,” he said. 

“My client’s ‘unrealism and 
unreasonableness’ was a direct 
symptom of his disability. 
Tribunals must come up to 
speed with dealing with people 
with mental health problems.” 


Rapid close for centre 


A charity that ran a respite care 
home in London is fighting for 
it to reopen after it was forced 
to shut in only three weeks 
because councils would not 
step in to fund the scheme. 
Alison House in Queens 
Park, which is run by the 


Westminster Society for People 
with Learning Disabilities, has 
provided 24-hour respite care 
for people for the last 21 years. 

But last month a decision was 
made to shut the home after 
the charity failed to persuade 
London boroughs to meet its 


full costs. Chief executive Dr 
Roger Foggitt said: “Local 
authorities’ commitment to ser- 
vices like ours has declined 
because of budget cuts.” 
Parents have now set up an 
action group to petition coun- 
cillors to reopen the home. 
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News 3 


Menacing Mencap: Sky TV presenter Anna Walker and Dennis the 
Menace have joined forces to run the 1999 Flora London Marathon 
for Mencap and want to encourage more’ women to do the same. 


For details tel: 0645-777 779. 


PETER MARES 


Users geta 
bigger say 


People with learning disabili- 
ties are to be elected to make 
decisions on running the 
national charity Mencap. 

In Autumn 1999 there will be 
elections for a new SO strong 
national assembly which will 
decide on policy. At least a 
third of its members will have 
learning disabilities. A smaller 
group of 11 trustees will be 
elected in the year 2000 to 
oversee the running of the 
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charity. Some of these may 
have learning difficulties. 

Jean Taylor, assistant director 
of Mencap, said: “We wanted 
a route for people with learn- 
ing disabilities to be involved. 
This will make a difference.” 

But Anne Pridmore, deputy 
chair of the British Council of 
Disabled People, said the 
change would still not repre- 
sent people with learning dis- 
abilities properly. 

“They meed*atyleast) lper 
cent of people with learning 
disabilities on the assembly,” 
she said. 


Art too Jobs 


high in 
gallery 


A major new exhibition at 
London’s Hayward Gallery 
has been criticised for having 
displays which wheelchair 
users cannot see. 

Christine Darby, 57, whose 
husband is a wheelchair user, 
was disappointed to see that a 
quarter of the exhibits in one 
section of Addressing the 
Century were laid out flat, and 
were too high for wheelchair 
users to The labels 
describing exhibits cannot be 
seen either because they are 
inside the exhibit cases. 

She said: “They only had to 
lower some of the exhibits five 
inches and they would have 
been visible to somebody in a 
wheelchair. These seem to be 
thoughtlessly high.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Gallery, on London’s South 
Bank, said it was going to put 
labels outside the cases where 
wheelchair users would be able 
to see them. 

“We realised the cases were 
high and had them lowered,” 
she said, “but evidently not far 
enough. They are visible from 
a landing above but that is not 
ideal. We are going to look at 
what else we can do.” 


See. 
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Competitive rates for motor and 
household insurance. Cover also 
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Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP 


help 


underway 


Individual help to get disabled 
people into work was the main 
idea behind the launch of the 
Government’s personal adviser 
service last month. 

Disability Minister Margaret 
Hodge and Social Security 
Minister Stephen Timms 
announced the first six pilot 
projects which will operate 
under the New Deal scheme. 

Mr Timms said the service 
was another way the 
Government was helping dis- 
abled people to shrug off the 
dependency label placed on 
them by society. 

“This is an example of how 
we are reforming welfare and 
helping people achieve their 
ambitions,” he said. 

The Government estimates 
that more than a quarter of a 
million people on Incapacity 
Benefit (IB) will get advice and 
support on jobs through the 
first 12 pilot schemes, the first 
of which is being run by the 
Bolton Employment Service. 
The success of the scheme will 
be reviewed before it goes 
national in the year 2000. 

One of those who has already 
benefited through the Bolton 
Employment Service is Derek 
Heyes, a blind teacher. He told 


Personal A\ 


Mr Heyes and his dog Dobson 


DN: “I think a personal advis- 
er would have helped me into 
work because it would have 
provided one-to-one help.” 

But the Conservative spokes- 
woman on disability Teresa 
May attacked the scheme for 
being introduced too slowly. 
She added that the pilot pro- 
jects were too piecemeal. 

“There is a disparity between 
the £195m being spent on dis- 
abled people and the billions 
the Government is committed 
to spending on young people,” 
she said. 

The other five pilot schemes 
are in Lanarkshire, Dyfed in 
Wales, the West Midlands, 
Sussex and in Bristol. 


AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES 
HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES. 
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“No-one should even 
consider buying a mobility 
product until they 
have read this remarkably 
revealing report and have 
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Bathlifts, Riser Armchairs, 
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Incredibly, prices vary 
substantially depending on 
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invaluable. You will be sent a 
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distributor along with our 
popular advisory booklet for 
scooters and _ powerchairs 
which gives you the important 
questions to ask _ before 
committing yourself. Before 
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4 News review 


The first in a new series of regular round-ups from the past month 


With rumours persisting about 
imminent welfare reforms, dis- 
ability groups made clear what 
they thought of Labour’s first 
18 months. 

An audit by the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation of its 500 mem- 
ber organisations, showed that 
80 per cent were highly critical 
of the Government’s decision to 
continue with the anti-fraud 
Benefits Integrity Project. 

As many as 47 per cent 
thought it was Labour’s worst 
disability policy. But that could 
change if leaks to the press 
about the future of Incapacity 
Benefit (IB) prove correct. 

One report suggested the 
Government wants to make it 
only available in the future for 
people who have been disabled 
for over two years. Everyone 
else would have to rely on other 
means-tested benefits. Those 
already receiving IB, however, 
would carry on getting it. 


Education lottery 
Parents of children with special 
needs face a lottery when try- 


run business. 


new models. 


© No VAL 


on request. 


ing to find a school for their 
child, an Audit Commission 
report claimed. Parents who 
want to get their children into 
mainstream schools are three 


Dobson: urged to act on Viagra 


times more likely to succeed 
with some education authori- 
ties compared with others. 

Shortly after the report came 
out, police launched investiga- 
tions into alleged abuse at a 
special school in County 
Durham. Over 100 pupils were 
sent home. 

On a happier note, a Bath 
teenager who has dyslexia and 
was told by teachers that he 
would never read or write has 
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Groups gear up 


set up a company which 
already has a £60,000 turnover. 


Tougher laws won’t work 
Tough proposals for reforming 
mental health legislation were 
attacked by mental health 
groups for being too draconian. 

Health Minister Paul Boateng 
said care in the community law 
needed changing to show that 
“non-compliance with agreed 
treatment is not an option”. 

But a group of charities 
including Mind issued a joint 
warning claiming that any new 
powers for compulsory treat- 
ment would only drive users 
away from services. 


Hi-di-bye bye 
The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People is helping a 
group of deaf people sue 
Butlin’s. The holiday firm 
forced the 58-strong group off 
one resort after two of them 
were involved in a disturbance. 
In Scotland, an award of 
£300,000 the Court of Session 
gave to a couple with a Down’s 
Syndrome baby _ included 


Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 
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e A caring service from a family 
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We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
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Vision on: learning disabled students (left to right) Joan Billson 
Maria Fitzgibbon, Michael Miller (in glasses), Barry Lea, Zubit 
Annadani (in foreground) and Margaret Perks show Ealing Counci 
leader John Cudmore the awareness video they produced. Th 
video is part of a journalism course they have completed, run by 
Mental Health Media and the council’s disability resource centre. 


£5,000 to cover the “shock” the 
father had at the birth. 


Vouching for Viagra 
The Royal College of General 
Practitioners called on Health 
Secretary Frank Dobson to 
make Viagra available on the 
NHS as soon as possible. 
Meanwhile, the “old wives’ 
tale” that blind people have 
better hearing may be true. A 
group of Canadian scientists 
blocked one ear of four differ- 
ent sets of people and found 
that those who were blind from 
an early age were better than 
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blindfolded sighted people a 


pinpointing sound. 


Youth for Europe 

The European Disability 
Forum is inviting one disablec 
young person from eacl 
European Union member stat 
to “shadow” their country’ 
commissioner for a day. 

An official report in France 
alleged that the country’s men 
tal hospitals have been sterilis 
ing people with learning diffi 
culties without their permis 
sion. But it found no evidence 
of systematic sterilisation. 


Bae Card will 


Now just hear this 

Get your hearing checked: 
that’s the message from the 
Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People (RNID), which 
launched its campaign to 
encourage people to have hear- 
ing tests last month. Research 
by the charity shows five mil- 
lion adults in the UK could 
benefit from such a test. 


Calling all intrepids 

Have you just been on a dare- 
devil, wacky or unusual holi- 
day? Is it your first trip in years 
or do you end up going to the 
same holiday spot every sea- 
son? If you have had a good 
holiday within the last two 
years, DN would like to hear it. 
Write, including photos of your 
holiday, to DN at 6 Market 
Road, London N7 9PW, as 
soon as possible. 


See the future 

“Life does not end with blind- 
ness — life goes on.” Such is the 
message behind a new video for 
blind and partially sighted peo- 
ple and their families. The Eye 
Spy Help video* is produced by 
the National Federation of the 
Blind (NFB) to help people 
who have very limited vision or 
whose sight is deteriorating. 


*£7 (inc pep) from the NFB, 
Unity House, Smyth Street, 
Wakefield, WF11ER. 


Mangar steps ahead 
Mangar International intro- 
duced its prototype Patient 


Turner at the Independent. 


Living Show, to gauge response 
from the public. It is a two- 
compartment inflatable mat- 
tress overlay designed to help 
turn patients for personal care 
and pressure relief. For details 
tel: (01544) 267674. 


Tower of strength 

Tower Hamlets Coalition of 
Disabled People in London is 
running an event to mark the 
International Day of Disabled 
People on 3 December. Guest 
speakers, talent contests and 
performances by disabled 
artists are all planned. For 
details contact Eddie Lynch on 
tel/minicom: 0181-980 4300. 


Corrections 
DN would like to make clear 
that Breast Test Wales has only 
produced a charter for women 
with physical disabilities and is 
not providing a specific service 
for women over 50 with disabil- 
ities as stated in DN, October. 
nd the address of the play and 
eisure charity PLANET is 
ambridge House, Cambridge 
rove, London, W6 OLE, tel: 
181-741 4119, and not as stat- 
din DN, September. 


reassure 
the carer 


Britain’s six million carers can 
now carry a free emergency 
card provided by the Carers 
National Association (CNA). 

The pocket-sized card carries 
enough information so that 
carers can rest assured that 
their caring responsibilities will 
be taken over by someone else 
should an emergency arise. 

It is designed to include 
details of two emergency con- 
tacts who may be able to step in 


Pitkeathley: card is a “badge” 


as carers, and the telephone 
number of the local police. 
Baroness Pitkeathley, CNA 
chief executive, said the card 
“gives carers a badge of office 
and a recognition of their ser- 
vices while being reassuring”. 


Write to CNA Emergency 
Card, 20-25 Glasshouse Yard, 
London EC1A 4JT. 


A wheelchair user ended up 
washing and defecating in a 
bucket on holiday because he 
couldn’t get into his bathroom. 

Malcolm Baker and his wife 
Eileen booked a holiday to 
Magaluf in Spain through 
Thompson Holidays, which 
claimed the couple’s hotel, the 
Sol Magaluf Park, was for the 
“less mobile”. 

The Essex couple checked the 
details of the room to ensure 
Mr Baker could get into the 
bedroom and en-suite bath- 
room. Yet on arrival they found 
the bathroom door was 6cm 
narrower than the room door. 

Mrs Baker told DN: “The 
best they could offer us was a 
bucket. Malcolm feels he’d have 
got better treatment in prison.” 

Thompson Holidays has 
offered the? couple apei00 


Children from poor families are 
less likely to be awarded dis- 
ability benefits to pay for their 
care and mobility needs, claims 
a new report. 

Reaching its Target2* by the 
Social Policy Research Unit at 
York University, looked at chil- 
dren receiving Disability Living 
Allowance for mobility and 
care needs. 

Dr Keri Roberts, one of the 
authors of the report, said: 
“When you compared like with 


difficult terrain. 


Chas. A. Blatchford & Sons Ltd 
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cheque, which they have accept- 
ed in part payment, but they 
still want a full refund. 
Thompson Holidays said the 
Bakers should have contacted 
its welfare department before 
they left the UK. “They would 
have ensured this hotel was 
accessible, and if it was not 


like, children from socially dis- 
advantaged families were less 
likely to apply for the benefit, 
to get the benefit, and to get 
the higher rate.” 

The underclaim for eligible 
children was highest for the 
mobility component. No 
claims were made for one fifth 
of children with a severe walk- 
ing impairment. 

Ms Roberts called on the 
Government, which is review- 
ing disability benefits, to take 


Wherever you want to go - around the block or 
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Dynamic Response Foot 2 will take you further. 
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Dynamic Response Foot 
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function to ensure no loss of 
performance on even the most 
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Prison’s better 


would have recommended 
another,” a spokeswoman said. 
But Brian Seaman, head of 
inspection for the Holiday Care 
Service, said the case illustrates 
why his charity wants the 
Federation of Tour Operators 
to set up guidelines on assess- 
ing disabled access in resorts. 


Poor children miss out 


notice of the needs of disabled 
children. These are being 
ignored, the report says. 

Simon Osborne, a welfare 
rights worker at the Child 
Poverty Action Group, said: “A 
lot of the debate has been 
around people getting too 
much disability benefit. This 
research shows the most serious 
problem is people not getting 
the benefit they are entitled to.” 


*£5 from tel: (01904) 433608. 
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6 Party conferences 


Hodge harrie 


Minister for Disabled People 
Margaret Hodge came under 
attack twice at this year’s 
Labour Party Conference. 

James Strachan, chief execu- 
tive of the Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People 
(RNID) began the assault at a 
fringe meeting. 

He criticised the Government 
for lack of clarity on reforms 
and its decision to provide only 
£195m for the New Deal for 
disabled people. “Compare 
that to several billions for less 
than 150,000 young unem- 
ployed people,” he said. 

But Ms Hodge told DN: “Let 
us see where we get with this 
£195m. If we can demonstrate 
that the New Deal really pro- 
vides opportunities then I will 
have a good basis to return to 
ask for more money.” 

Ms Hodge was also criticised 
when she failed to respond to 
the concerns about the continu- 
ing anti-fraud Benefits Integrity 


Minister keeps them 


Social Security Secretary 
Alastair Darling was giving 
nothing away in his speech on 
changes to disability benefits. 
He only said what delegates 
already knew — that Incapacity 
Benefit (IB) would be reformed 
but only for new claimants. 
Secretary of the All Party 
Disablement Group and 


Hodge: “wait and see” on deal 


Labour 


Project that were raised in an 
audit of disability groups by the 
Royal Assocation for Disability 
and Rehabilitation (RADAR). 
Instead, at the RADAR fringe 
meeting, she explained why the 
employers’ threshold of the 


Labour MP Roger Berry had 
other concerns over IB. “The 
All-work test is hopeless,” he 
said. “It is not related to any 
particular job. Reform needs to 
be based on a more realistic 
appreciation of the real world.” 

Disability Minister Margaret 
Hodge admitted she didn’t 
know what was in the pipeline 


emphasis on manoeuvrability and seating function. Create your own 
p y g y 


C hairman is a reliable and flexible electrical wheelchair concept with the 


Chairman by combining the seat of your choice with a range of accessories. 
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indoors and outdoors. 
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older). Many options such as powered backrest, legrest and seat-tilt are available. 
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Backrest 
> Power adjustable 
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> Head support adjustable 
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> Lumbar support adjustable 
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> Various lengths 
> Side support on armrest 
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> Thigh support adjustable 
> Powertilt 30° 
> Abduction wedge 
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Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) had only been reduced 
to 15 employees. 

“If we run too far ahead of 
where people want to go, we 
might lose them,” she said. 

She was more positive on the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC), which she would be 
“surprised not to see included 
in the Queen’s Speech.” 

But news of the DRC did not 
cheer disability campaigners. 
Neil Betteridge, head of pro- 
jects and campaigns for 
RADAR, said he was suspi- 
cious about the Government 
reshuffle, which saw former dis- 
ability minister Alan Howarth 
moved to become arts minister. 

“We lost a lot of well 
informed allies,” he said. “It’s 
likely that Mr Darling and Ms 
Hodge have been brought in to 
do the dirty work that politi- 
cians who knew more about 
disability issues would have 
been reluctant to carry out.” 


guessing 


on IB. She repeated the mantra 
that the reform would provide 
“Work for those who can’t and 
support for those who can’t.” 
After conference, Brian Lamb, 
Scope’s head of public affairs, 
said: “We remain concerned 
about what the Government 
might propose and will think it 
is unjust if IB is means tested.” 


Proje 


The Benefits Integrity Project 
(BIP) should either be 
scrapped or reformed to 
become a “one-stop shop” 
helping disabled people get 
the aid they are entitled to, 
says Liberal Democrat disabil- 
ity spokesman Mark Oaten. 

Speaking to DN during the 
Liberal Democrat conference 
in Brighton, he said: “There is 
no point tweaking at a system 
which has lost credibility.” 

But he added that the 
Government could make the 
BIP assesors “out and about”, 
making sure claimants were 
getting the right benefits. 
“Surely that is what the job is 
about,” he said. 

He felt the same more com- 
passionate attitude could be 
applied to the Government’s 
New Deal _ programme. 
“Investing in personal advisers 
is key,” he said, “but there 
needs to be an understanding 
that for some disabled people 
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(’ Blind woman’s 


bluff gets Blatt 


A blind delegate at the 
Blackpool conference surprised 
the platform by asking Tony 
Blair if he was aware of how 
bad facilities for her were. 

Lisa Bhogal, secretary of the 
Labour Party disabled mem- 
bers’ group, was one of six 
blind delegates at conference 
this year. Not one had received 
literature in Braille so Ms 
Bhogal raised the matter as a 
point of order. 

Ms Bhogal told DN: “I raised 
the point at the start and was 
given reader support but had 
no Braille and no confirmation 
of when it was coming.” 

Retiring party secretary Tom 
Sawyer, speaking for Mr Blair, 
said the Prime Minister was not 
aware of the problem. But dis- 
abled members’ group chair Ian 
Malcolm-Walker insisted Mr 
Blair had been informed. “Lisa 
did get some material in Braille 


Lisa Bhogal: left with no Braill 


by the end,” he said. Sufficien 
kerfuffle was made this year s« 
it seems unlikely such an erro: 
would be made again.” | 

Labour did score some points 
however, with a designate 
entrance for wheelchair user 
and sign language interpreta 
tion. Joe Mann, general secre 
tary of the National Federatio1 
of the Blind and Disabled, wh« 
worked with staff to improv 
access, said:,. “The pastyas 
responding but it is very slow.” 


Labour’s conference had a designated entrance for wheelchair users 


the new job is hell, if they find 
the changes they had expected 
are not working out.” 

He admitted, however, that 
his own party may not be total- 
ly up to scratch on disability 
rights. Its London headquarters 
is still not accessible, and 


Atherton: group is marginalised 


Disabilitynow November 1998 m8 


ct ‘must go’ 


Oaten accepts criticism fron 
Pat Atherton, chair of th 
Liberal Democrat Disability 
Association, that her group i 
becoming increasingly isolate¢ 
within the party — even being 
described as an “other interes 
group” in some party litera 
ture. “This is despite the pre 
amble to our constitutiot! 
which talks about the need t 
recognise disability rights, 
said Ms Atherton. | 

As a result, Oaten will bt 
meeting with voluntary group 
this autumn to work up a nev 
disability agenda to replace on 
approved at the 1995 confer 
ence. DN has learned that dis 
cussions are likely to includ 
looking at extending Disabilit 
Living Allowance to the over 
65s, extending the Disabilit 
Discrimination Act to aircraf 
and works buses, and recognis 
ing British Sign Language as a1 
offical language of the UK an 
the European Union. 


Party conferences 7 


Warning from the shadow: Larger groups of GPs could mean 
poorer provision for disabled people, Shadow Health Secretary Ann 
Widdecombe (above) has told DN. 


The groups known as Primary Care Groups (PCGs) start in April 
when the smaller fundholding practices will end. They will be able 
to advise health authorities on what services to buy, or buy them 
themselves like fundholding practices, and also take on responsibili- 
ty for community services. 

Speaking at a fringe meeting held by the NHS Confederation, 
Miss Widdecombe said-fundholding gradually increased the 
amount of pressure that the GP and patient could put on the vari- 
ous services, and this had improved quality. 

She later told DN that PCGs might prevent disabled people, who 
were especially in need of individual services, from getting services 
geared towards their needs. 

“The movement towards large collectives will actually mean less 
empowerment for doctors and less empowerment for patients who 
are putting pressure on the doctors,” she said, “and this includes 


disabled people.” 


ROD HERMESTON 


The Conservative Party has 
pledged not to oppose propos- 
als for a Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) amid hints 
that it might be included in the 
Queen’s Speech. 

The Conservatives were criti- 
cised for not introducing a 
commission in the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA). 

Theresa May, Shadow 
Minister for Disabled People, 
told DN: “We are not going to 
oppose a Commission. We will 


scrutinise the final proposals 
the Government bring forward 


May: old threshold just a start 


Tories say no 
to means test 


Shadow Social Security 
Secretary, Iain Duncan Smith, 
has vowed to opposed taxing or 
means-testing Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA). 

Speaking at the Conservative 
Party Conference Mr Duncan 
Smith told DN he was worried 
that the Government was set to 
undermine the benefit, which 
was introduced by the previous 
Conservative government. 

He said: “I fear they are head- 
ing towards a range of rather 
short-term views about 
Disability Living Allowance. It 
was meant to level people up to 


the level of work. If you tax or 
means-test it you create a prob- 
lem with a benefit intended to 
solve problems.” 


Duncan-Smith: opposed to tests 


Okay on rights 


and comment and criticise 
where we think it appropriate.” 
But she accused’: the 
Government of betrayal over 
employment The 
Conservative government had 
exempted firms employing less 
than 20 people from the 
employment provisions of the 
DDA. Labour has reduced this 
to 15. She said: “I won’t come 
out with any figure but the 20 
figure was a starting point on 
what we would have done.” 


rights. 


CONSERVATIVE 


Overall, disabled people 
praised access to. the 
Conservative Party Conference 
in Bournemouth. 

The main venue had lift and 
ramp access and there was a 
sign language interpreter for 
the main conference. 

Wheelchair user Peter Smith 
of the Conservative Disability 
Group (CDG), said: “Last time 
at Bournemouth I spoke and 
had to be lifted onto the ros- 
trum. Now there is a ramp.” 

Access at fringe hotels varied. 
Amanda Hodgkinson, a fellow 
member of CDG, said she 
found access easy although 
signs could be more obvious. 


Lib Dems’ gift 
to pensioners 


Liberal Democrats agreed at 
their conference to increase the 
state pension by £3 a week for 
the over-75s and £5 a week for 
the over-80s. 

The conference, which was 
fully signed with an accessible 
platform, agreed tax credits for 
anyone sharing their home 
with an elderly person. 

Motions passed without 
opposition included one com- 
mitting a Lib Dem government 
to relax restrictions on thera- 
peutic earnings; revising the All 
Work Test to account for 
employability; and introducing 
an internet leasing scheme for 
disabled workers at home. 

Plans to double child benefit 
for the youngest child in each 
family with children under five 
met more opposition, because 
benefit going to upper rate tas- 
payers would be taxed. But 


these were passed — with no 
acknowledgement of the extra 
costs of disabled children. 

A smaller audience approved 
extending laws on access to 
cover educational institutions. 
They rejected an amendment 


We 


ie Liberal 
Democrats 


that would allow colleges to 
offer disabled students video 
conferencing links instead. 

Robert Adamson, a delegate 
from the Vale of York, said 
extending legislation in this 
way was reasonable because 
“college buildings are warrens 
that would attack the navigat- 
ing skills of a ferret”. 


Rejig on 
care plan 
IS passed 


A last-minute amendment by 
Lib Dem health spokesman 
Simon Hughes saw through 
health policy which one dele- 
gate said was “Blairite drivel”. 

The policy proposes freezing 
prescriptions and “merging 
health authorities with social 
service departments”. 

But Haringey representative 
Lindsay Davies said there was 
an “inconsistency between a 
free NHS and social services 
which are means-tested”. 

Many delegates agreed with 
her that it followed that social 
services should be free too, 
while some called for paid pre- 
scriptions to be abolished. 

The amendment sets up a 
working party to investigate 
raising money for these services 
and report back to conference 
in two years. 


CAN YOUR POWERCHAIR 
DO THIS? 


Be just like a 
Balder Owner - 
don’t settle for 

second best. 
Experience the 
amazing Balder 

Finesse soon. 
Models to suit 

all ages. 


Call Today 


01256 477333 


Balder UK Ltd, Unit E, Telford Road, Houndmills Ind Est, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6YU 
Tel: (01256) 477333 Fax: (01256) 470055 
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8 News 


A wheelchair-using teacher 
from Gloucestershire is fuming 
after a teacher training agency 
told him at the last minute that 
a course he booked months ago 
would not be accessible. 

John Shirley, a drama teacher 
at Churchdown School near 
Gloucester, had already been 
disappointed last year when he 
could only attend one course 
run by EdExcel. So he booked 
the courses for this year back in 
June, and was told over the 
phone that all of them would 
be in accessible venues. He fol- 
lowed this with a letter remind- 
ing the agency of his needs. 

But it was only at the start of 
last month, just two days 
before he was due to go on the 
course, that he was told it 
would be held on the first floor 
of a hotel in Bristol which has 
no lift. He now fears a second 
course he has booked for this 
month will not be accessible. 

“Tt is an appalling way to treat 
disabled people,” he said. 


John Shirley: students need info 


“There is a real need here 
because I have not tried the 
exam course we are running 
here before, and I obviously 
need to pass on the information 
to my students.” 

An EdExcel spokesman said 
the incident was “regrettable”, 
although it had only found out 
the venue was inaccessible 
shortly before Mr Shirley did. 

EdExcel will now pay for Mr 
Shirley to have training with his 
colleagues at school. 

But Mr Shirley hopes it will 
now ensure all its venues are 
accessible, as he is now a week 
behind in teaching. 


All aboard: Forestry Minister Lord Sewel (right) and Lachie Smith 
of the Committee for the Promotion of Angling for the Disabled 
(left) took to the water in an adapted boat, which is part of a new 
accessible Forestry Commission site at Glencoe Lochan, Scotland. 


Forestry Commission, tel: 0131-314 6322 


THE WRITE IMAGE 


Major UK companies like 
Tesco, Sainsbury’s and Barclays 
Bank are taking access for dis- 
abled people seriously, this 
year’s EASE awards show. 

Tesco won the special award 
for “overall disability aware- 
ness” covering employment, 
training, and access to stores 
and parking. A total of 202 
stores will have electric wheel- 
chairs by next year. 

Sainsbury’s won two awards, 
for “the most accessible and 
welcoming environment” and 
for welcoming disabled staff. 

Barclays has “the most friend- 
ly and helpful” banking service. 

The awards are run by the 
Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation 
for Disabled People, backed by 
British Gas, paper company 
Bunzl and The Express. 

Nominations came from 
2,500 disabled people and their 
friends. The judges, all well 
known disabled people, includ- 


Sir isn’t Tesco the best co 
pleased 


ed Tanni Grey, Heather Mills 
and Trevor Jones. 

Other winners were Eurostar, 
Virgin Atlantic, BAA Gatwick, 


Easy does it: Chrissy Lawson, corporate policy manager for Tesco 
receiving the special award from presenter Heather Mills, Equal 
Opportunities Minister Andrew Smith and Mark Vestey (far right), 
honourable treasurer of the Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation. 


No barriers for 
college entry 


Disabled students can get into 
higher education despite obsta- 
cles like poor access, Skill, the 
national bureau for students 
with disabilities, is claiming. 

Skill has launched a guide- 
book, Higher Education and 
Disability 1999* which aims to 
ease disabled students through 
the pitfalls of the university 
application process. 

Sophie Corlett, assistant 
director of Skill, said the book 
offers a balanced view of insti- 
tutions, courses and disabled 
access. She said: “Sometimes 
students focus too much on 
their disability. They have to be 


ESL’s new Geberit ShowerToilet package includes 


carer’s remote control 


plinth to raise the unit to suit wheelchair users 


padded seat 


optional female douche arm 


delivery anywhere in the UK mainland 


all at no extra cost. 


told to set it aside and say 
‘What do I really want to do?’.” 

The book also contains case 
histories of current and past 
university students. One is 
Andy Ritchbell, 27, a school 
teacher from Dorset who has 
dyslexia. He said employers 
should read the guide. 

“T bring skills to the job other 
people don’t have because of 
being dyslexic,” he said. “I 
teach kids with dyslexia and 
they know that if I can become 
a teacher they can too.” 


*£2 (including p & P) for stu- 
dents, tel: 0171-274 0565. 


Meadowhall shopping centre in| 
Sheffield, Brewers Fayre, Alton 
Towers and the Warner Village 
group of cinemas. 


FOUND? é 


DISABLE 
PEOPLE 


in association with 


Society’s 
reception 
to spread 


Free radios, television and com- 
puter equipment will be avail- 
able to partially sighted people 
through the British Wireless for 
the Blind Fund’s (BWBF) new 
plans for the Millennium. 

The fund, set up 70 years ago 
to provide radios for blind peo- 
ple, now plans to include as 
many visually impaired people 
in its remit as funds allow. 

It also plans to step up its 
fundraising to cover the costs of 
helping more people and moni- 
toring advances in technology. 


BWBE tel: (01634) 832501. 


Combining the functions of toilet and bidet with the comfort of warm air drying, the ShowerToilet is making daily life 
more comfortable and dignified for less able users at home, in hospitals and nursing homes throughout the country. 


It is easy to use, attractive to look at and provides various options to suit most users’ needs. 


For more information, contact the Helpline on 01323 465800 or visit our website, www.eslhealthcare.co.uk 
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Why compromise when you can have the best? 


Sport 9 


Team talk 


Tanni Grey 


As we come 
to the end of 
many sports’ 
seasons, there 
must be a mix 
of feelings. 

Obviously 
relief for peo- 
ple who thought the year of 
major championships was 
going to go on forever. For 
many athletes this is a time for 
reflection and planning. 

As much as I like to have at 
least two weeks break, it seems 
Iam busier than ever with what 
I call my “school duties”. This 
is where I visit a whole variety 
of educational establishments, 
handing out prizes and giving 
what every headteacher calls 
the motivational speech. 

Last week I was speaking at a 
local school about my life as an 
athlete and what it involved. I 
thought that I had made it all 
sound interesting. I talked 
about travelling the world, and 
meeting people, definitely 
establishing myself as a poten- 
tial Miss World contestant. 
Commitment and planning 
came next, and I added that 
everyone needed a goal in life 
no matter what it was. I even 
managed (I thought) to make 
the fairly boring training sched- 
ules I do sound lively. Of course 
I added at the end the bit every 
teacher likes: how you have to 
plan not only for today, but 
also for the future. 

After a few thoughtful 
moments a young girl raised 
her hand and announced: “You 
know I hate sport. Don’t you 
lead a really sad life?” 

For a while I was lost for 
words. While I have had to deal 
with the general public’s per- 
ception and treatment of me as 
a wheelchair user, I have never 
been treated like this because I 
am an athlete. 

At the time I explained that I 
very much enjoyed what I did. 

But over the next few days I 
thought long and hard about 
that question, and began to 
challenge myself on why I did 
keep going in sport. I was 
impressed that the young peo- 
ple I had been speaking to had 
treated me first and foremost as 
an athlete. To them disability 
was not an issue. But the ques- 
tion kept coming back: “Why 
do I do this?” 

I thought about getting wet, 
thought about the World 
Championships next year, and 
the number of days before I 
travel to Australia for winter 
training. I thought of friends I 
would meet up with again. 

Then the question really 
answered itself. “It’s not a bad 
life at all,” I thought. 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Brits in 


samba 
slump 


Britain could not manage a sin- 
gle win in the world soccer 
championships for players with 
cerebral palsy (cp) in Brazil. 

Team organisers blamed a 
lack of cash for the flop. 

Ukraine took the champi- 
onship beating Russia 3-1 in the 
final, having beaten the home 
team 6-5 in a semi-final thriller. 
Brazil went on to beat Spain 3- 
2 to take third place. 

And in the play-offs for ninth 
and tenth place the Brits were 
beaten by the Irish 4-2, to take 
tenth place in the world. 

Britain had lost all of their 
group matches, beaten by 
Brazil 5-0, Spain 4-0, the USA 
1-0 and Holland 4-1. 

Bob Fisher, soccer co-ordina- 
tor at CP Sport, said the British 
team had lacked funds to pre- 
pare properly. “The preparation 
did not go as well as we had 
wanted,” he said. “The Ukraine 
and Russia arrived a week 
beforehand for acclimatisation 
and to play some friendly 
games. We arrived the day 
before the event. Finance has 
always been a problem for us 
because we do not get any 
financial help from any nation- 
al organisations.” 

Shirley Hughes, CP Sport 
manager, said the team had 
needed to raise £15,000 for the 
event but was still short of 
about £4,000. 


Poised for victory: Rising star 
Farrell Antony (above) took 
the Reckitt & Colman 
National Table Tennis 
Championships by storm in 
September, taking first place in 
three tournaments. Mr Farrell, 
a hope for the Paralympics in 
the year 2,000, beat Ernest 
Charlemagne in the final in 
their class for standing players 
and won the open standing 
competition. He also grabbed a 
win in the doubles. His efforts 
helped his Yorkshire team take 
the team title. 


Can you help? 


Thomas Evans put a smile on 
British faces with two golds at 
the International Paralympic 
Committee World Cycling 
Championships in September. 
But Evans, who has cerebral 
palsy (cp), saw his previous 
world dominance under threat 
at the tournament held in 
Colorado Springs in the USA. 
He took gold in his class of 
the kilometre race with a world 
record time of 1:23:127 and 
also grabbed gold in the 3,000 
metres pursuit with a further 
world record of 4:15:916 
He took silver in the 5,000 
metre road time trial, behind 
Japanese rider Shojiro Maeda. 
But he was beaten into fourth 
place by half a wheel in the 
two-lap nine-mile road race, by 
South African Marius Louw. 
David Stone, who also has cp 
and is still only a junior, 
clocked up personal best times 


Evans be 
thanked 
for golds 


in all his track races and took 
fifth in the road race. 

Visually impaired rider Iain 
Dawson, and tandem pilot Ray 
Hughes, took fourth in their 
class of the 4,000 metres pur- 
suit behind a French pair. This 
competition was won by an 
Australian pair. 

In a new competition, the 
Olympic sprint for teams with 
a range of locomotor disabili- 
ties, the British team of Leslie 
Sangster, Keith Moore and 
Michael Hanmer finished in 
fourth place. 

Team manager Tony Yorke 
said: “I think the team per- 
formed very well indeed. It was 
a challenging championships at 
altitude but we had ten days to 
acclimatise. I was particularly 
impressed by the performances 
of the tandem riders Dawson 
and Hughes and I think they 
show promise for Sydney.” 


Leonard Cheshire Workability 


aims to provide 10,000 young 


disabled people aged between 


19-34 with free computers and 


training, enabling them to take a 


closer step towards employment. 


Do you know of a business which is currently updating its IT hardware and 
thinking about disposing of its old models? 


Leonard Cheshire Workability needs computers with a specification of 486 DX 
and above, able to run Windows 95, MS Works and Internet Explorer 4. 


Would you like to share your IT skills and help disabled people? 


Workability also needs “Buddies” and volunteers who are accomplished 
computer users, able to help Workability participants set up equipment and offer 
on-going support. 


Contact the Workability Team on 
0171 802 8200, or write to: Leonard 
Cheshire Workability, 30 Millbank, 


London, SWIP 4QD. 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


Registered charity 218186 
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Aids ‘hide deafness’ “ork 


The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) fears 
that developments in invisible 
hearing aids will make deafness 
more of a hidden disability. 

The new surgically implanted 
devices such as the Round 
Window Electromagnetic 
Implantable Hearing Device 
(RWEM) has been hailed in the 
media for being superior in 
terms of sound quality, and 
because it will be more discreet 
than conventional devices. 

These implanted aids use 
miniature microphones placed 
deep in the ear. Dr Jonathan 
Spindel of the University of 
Virginia, who developed the 
RWEM using animals, said: 
“We have an approach that is 
interesting and promising. We 
need money to develop the 
RWEM for humans.” 

Another American device, the 
Vibrant Sound Bridge (VSB) 


Ei 
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has already been tested on 
humans in the UK. Dr David 
Proops of the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital in Birmingham, who 
ran the trials, said: “External 


PC WERTH 


aids have disadvantages. They 
are uncomfortable. And then 
when you put something in 
your ear, it cuts out other 
sounds. Implanted aids are pro- 


grammable for individual hear- 
ing needs.” 

He insisted people would not 
be allowed implanted aids 
before trying conventional 
ones. “This is an alternative for 
those who cannot wear exter- 
nal aids,” he said. 

However, Angela King, a 
research officer for the RNID, 
said there was no evidence to 
suggest invisible hearing aids 
were any better than externally 
worn devices. 

She said: “We are worried that 
these developments are playing 
up to the idea that hearing loss 
needs to be invisible. There is 
too much focus on cosmetics.” 

The RNID is also concerned 
about the long-term effects of 
implanted aids. “We would be 
interested in trials between 
implanted types and new stan- 
dard types which are cheaper to 
produce,” Ms King said. 


Skin that’s a great white hope for burns 


A revolutionary skin product 
made from shark skin has saved 
a man with 75 per cent burns 
and could be used to treat skin 


cancer or psoriasis. 
David Boyle, 41, 
Sunderland, was injured when 
gas in his lorry cab exploded. 
The artificial skin, called 
Integra, was developed in 


from 


America and is made from sili- 
con, shark and cow collagen. It 
works by providing a tempo- 
rary surface over the damaged 
area, so that flesh can grow to 
form a new inner layer of skin. 
A new outer layer can then be 
formed with skin grafts. 

Mr Boyle told DN: “The sur- 
geons were very surprised how 


“Insist 


quickly I healed up. I was back 
on my feet by the fifth week 
after the accident.” 

Jim Costello from Preston has 
also benefitted from Integra. 
Last year he became the first 
person to use it for Gorlin 
Syndrome, a _ rare type of skin 
cancer. He said: “There have 
been no side-effects with 
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featherlight two section fold 
down ramp that provides 
effortless use, slimline storage 
with maximum safety. 


Fax: 


Y Mercedes Benz Vito 2.3 diesel 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 


PLUS a range of used Versa vehi 
Prices start from £64 


Phone the Versa Sa 


Unique to 


AWIDNES, 


VERSA S 


Integra, and no reccurrence of 
the cancer in the areas that they 
have operated on.” 

Phil Clothier, UK manager for 
Integra, which is available on 
the NHS, told DN: “Integra 
has already been used for severe 
burns. It may be applicable to 
skin conditions such as psoria- 
sis. We are looking into this.” 


a highly competitive price. 


VERSA RANGE PRICE LIST 
¥ Renault Trafic 1.9 diesel 

’ Nissan Vanette 2.3 diesel 

_ Y VW 800 Special 1.9 turbo diesel 
WY Mercedes Benz Vito 2.0L petrol 
WY Renault Master 2.5 diesel 


wit Versa family range of vehicles 
are the benchmark of quality. The trims 
and fabrics used in these vehicles are of 
the highest standard as well as being 
colour co-ordinated with soft headlinings 
and recess discrete lighting. With many 
comfort, convenience, safety and security 
features, the list is endless. 
Our specialist Versa sales unit has become highly skilled at 
providing exactly the right balance of practicality, style and performance at 


on the road 
on the road 
onthe road £13,695 
onthe road £16,295 
on the road 
on the road 


illness 
rising 
Asthma in the workplace is on 
the rise, research) by. the 
National Asthma Campaign 
(NAC) and the Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) is claiming. 

Their joint research, Out of 
breath and out of work shows 
around 7,000 people are devel- 
oping work-related asthma in 
the UK every year. There are 
also more asthma compensa- 
tion cases than any other work- 
related condition. 

So the NAC has launched a 
booklet, Asthma at Work*, to’ 
help workers recognise hazards. 

Arthur Berry, 67, from 
Manchester worked as a printer 
for 40 years. Doctors told him 
his asthma developed through 
years of working with solvents. 
“IT took this through my trade 
union solicitors,” he said, “but 
they said it was too late to 
launch a claim.” 

The NAC is campaigning for 
a code of practice that would 
enforce employers to ensure 


work environments do not 
worsen respiratory conditions. 


*Free, tel: 0171-226 2260. 


£12,895 
£13,295 


£16,495 
£16,795 


CALL NOW’! for a full information pack. § 


All Versa’s are capable of carrying 2 wheelchairs. 
Suitable for families and organisations. 
All models available on ‘MOTABILITY’ lease. 


/Motability 


ALES DEPARTMENT 


Ge: Widnes Car Centre Limi 
: e Limited 
PIUS atest generation all ) _ Moor Lane, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 7AL. 


Tel: 0151 420 2000 
0151 495 13 
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*This is a trademark of Motability: 
registered charity number 299745 


Certificate Number FS 33479 
Monday - Friday 
9,00am - 5.30pm 
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This principal 
has principles 


Headteacher Roger Mason has every reason to want to fight for 
the rights of disabled children, as he explains to Rod Hermeston 


Watching Roger Mason walk- 
ing around his office with a 


stick, you have to be impressed. 


Roger, who has cerebral palsy 
(cp) is at the top of his career: 
he was appointed headteacher 
of Bath’s Culverhay School in 
January this year. 

But almost immediately he 
has had to try to solve a 
dispute packed with ironies. 
The school is not accessible 
and 11-year-old Russell 
Newman, who also has cp, was 
told by a tribunal he could not 
go there. Roger, who has 
children himself, is trying to 
solve the problem. 

I catch myself wondering why 
he chose this career. School for 
disabled kids can be a ritual of 
mickey-taking. Some think 
twice about working there. 

But Roger says he has only 
ever been insulted twice by a 
pupil. “Children take you at 
your own estimation of 
yourself,” he says. 

A successful teaching career 


was far from guaranteed for a 


cp boy from Cornwall. His 

grandparents, who brought 
him up, were dubious about 
education but recognised it 

could help him. 

“My grandmother saw that 
for me it was more important 
than for many, as it was my 
way out,” he says. 

Since his difficulty is with 
walking only, he went to 
mainstream schools where his 
tutors encouraged him. 

“An English teacher had a 
simple rule in life of going on 
up until you hit the ceiling,” he 
says. “Once that happens you 
know when to stop.” 

He decided to be a teacher 
while still at school. Before 


Russell Newman: lost tribunal 


teacher training read English at 
Sussex University — he still 
writes and performs poetry. 

But he could not get a job in 
state education and admits he 
may have faced discrimination. 
“One Leeds school told me I 
was the best candidate but said 
the buildings were too far 
apart,” he says. “Yet the school 
was tiny compared to my 
university campus.” 

He finally got a place 
teaching at a private language 
school. This was a springboard 
for getting into a state school 
as an English teacher two years 
later. It was then steady 
progress to becoming head. 

He says his disability was 
never an issue for colleagues. 

“] feel a bit of a fraud in 
many ways because my 
disability is relatively 
managable,” he says. “That has 
been quite helpful in not 
having to ask for concessions.” 

But he backs greater 
flexibility in schools to allow 
for more disabled teachers. “If 


Barclays services for 
disabled customers 


for everyone. 


At Barclays, we have an ongoing 


commitment to customer service — 
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Roger Mason, outside Culverhay: the green paper will help, he says 


the core tasks are being 
achieved, I do not care about 
the details,” he says. 

Disabled teachers would be 
good for children too, he says. 
He hopes disabled and non- 
disabled children benefit from 
seeing him. 

He also strongly believes in 
inclusive education. Which 
brings us to Russell Newman. 

Neither Culverhay nor any 
other secondary school in Bath 
is accessible. The tribunal 


decided Russell should go toa _ 


school 12 miles away. His 
parents refused and started 
teaching him at home. 

But Roger and the other 
teachers at Culverhay have now 
agreed more flexible timetables 
to allow Russell to get from 
lesson to lesson in a stair- 
climbing wheelchair. This 
began as a two week trial in 
October, in the hope that 
Russell would start at the 
school this month. 

Meanwhile Russell’s friends 
and family are trying to raise 
£100,000 to have the school 
adapted for disabled pupils. 

Russell’s mother Glenda says 
Roger has been brilliant in the 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 
E-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 


@ BIT@A 


The Britteh Lncoming Tour Operators Assectation 


THE ACCESSIBLE WORLD 


When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look no 
further!! The accommodation we recommend has been 
checked by one of our representatives, where possible. 


Our 1999 brochure offers a wide range of holidays around 
the world whether you want Sun Sea and Sand, a City Break, 
a Self-Drive holiday or a Coach Tour, it’s all there. 


Send for a copy now! 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 
7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 
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matter. “We still haven’t got 


what we want, which is for the | 


school to be adapted. But Iam 
pleased because Russell needs 
to be at school,” she says.’ 
Roger believes inclusive 
education could be given a 
greater boost on a national 
scale if the proposals for 
mainstreaming in the 
Government’s green paper 


‘| have only ever been 
insulted twice. Children 
take you at your own 
estimation of yourself.’ 
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Excellence for All Children are 
enacted. Further proposals are 
due later this year. 

Most difficulties, says Roger, 


could and should be overcome. | 
“Otherwise you are holding up | 


a mirror to someone to say 
they are not part of the 
mainstream of our society.” 

So while he may feel a fraud, 
it is hard not to see him as a 
modest champion, trying to do 
his best for the children he 
encounters whether they are 
disabled or not. 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 
Website:www.canbedone.co.uk 
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Let us take the lead 


Assistance dog owners want better training and campaigning 
from the charities that represent them says Lisa Hitchen 


Guide dog owner Pauline 
Cooper loves her retired guide 
dog, Troy, but she faced an 
uphill struggle to keep him. 

Troy worked with Pauline for 
eight years before the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Association 
(GDBA) suggested he should 
retire as a guide dog. 

Ms Cooper from north 
London says: “I was a complete 
emotional wreck. Troy was not 
going to be with me every day 
and I was bereaved by that. I 
got no counselling support 
from the charity.” 

She now has a new guide dog 


called Innes through GDBA. 


The charity provides training at 
nominal cost plus free dog 
food. It pays vets’ bills for Innes 
and Troy. 

Despite the financial perks, 
Ms Cooper is still critical.“ 
had a trainer on my three-week 
residential course who was still 
in training herself,” she says. “I 
complained and was told if I 
wasn’t happy, I could go home 
and train at another time.” 

Guide dog owner Angela 
Rattray from Essex has a differ- 
ent story. She found GDBA res- 
idential training with her new 
dog, Poppy, gave her a break 
from her children, but she 
acknowledges: “Not everyone 
likes residential training. People 
with different needs want dif- 
ferent training.” 

Two other charities which 
provide assistance dogs, Dogs 
for the Disabled (DfD) and 
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 
(HDDP), offer more individu- 
alised training programmes. 

Trainee instructor for DfD, 
Louise Hart, says: “If the client 
thinks of something they would 
like particular help with, we 
will train dogs to do this.” 
Residential training is still part 
of the package with a fortnight 
in-house for dog and owner at 
a GDBA training centre. 

A spokeswoman for HDDP 
says the charity also felt a week 


Close bond: Angela Rattray and Poppy 


of residential training was 
“essential” to help dog and 
owner bond successfully. 

So if other charities can offer 
more individual programmes, 
why can’t GDBA? 

Carrie Reilly, fundraising 
manager for GDBA and a guide 
dog owner, says home training 
is available but adds: “We have 
4,600 guide dogs owners. If 
they all received home training 
we would have to triple our 
staff and people would be wait- 
ing for years.” 

The charity is aware that it 
needs to change. In fact train- 
ing is just one service it is look- 


LISA HITCHEN 


ing at as part of a review due to 
be completed next Spring. 

Many people are happy with 
the services they receive such as 
Jamie Sunderland, 18, a wheel- 
chair user from Devon. He has 
an assistance dog, Kandy, 
through Df£D. 

His mother Sharon says: “She 
was the missing link which 
helped Jamie to socialise.” 

But high demand for the ser- 
vices of DfD and HDDP means 
both face funding shortages 
and have long waiting lists. 

GDBA also has funding prob- 
lems. “We have been spending a 
lot more money than we have 
been bringing in,” Ms Reilly 
says. “We must balance the 
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Double act: Jamie Sutherland and Kandy 


books by the year 2002. There 
is a lot of work to do.” 

One idea might be to make 
people pay for services. Pauline 
Cooper is not adverse to this. 
“We would be happier if this 
service wasn’t free or if it was 
funded through social ser- 
vices,” she says. “It would be 
more accountable and we 
would not have to feel obligat- 
ed to the public.” 

Others would like to see 
GDBA campaigning on behalf 
of clients. Ms Reilly says: “I 
personally feel that there are 
issues that plague guide dog 
owners and we should actively 


TIM CUFF 


campaign on these.” 
One such issue is the 


Assistance Dogs (UK) agree- 
ment with the Institute of 
Environmental Health that 
states that working dogs should 
be allowed into public places. 


Wants change: Pauline Cooper 
LISA HITCHEN 


WATERPROOFS FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS 


Full length weatherproof coats you can put on 
without standing up. As one enthusiastic wearer wrote: 


...-“truly wonderful”...“most practical and not obstructive in any way’ 


> 


...“envious comments from others” 


“very good value at an affordable price” 


“It’s nice to find a company who thinks of the customers’ 
requirements plus the limit of our wallets/purses” 


For a copy of our free brochure showing our complete range of 
clothing including underwear and smart casuals, 
tel: 0141-774 9000 (24 hours). 


The Wearable Clothing Company, Glasgow G33 4AN. 


The Wearable waterproof coat is in the finals of the PHAB 
Independent Living Design Awards 1998 


(results not announced at time of going to press) 


Team work: assistance dog owners want the public to know they 
work in partnership with their pets and it is hard work for both 


Ms Reilly thinks it and other 
pieces of legislation still lack 
bite. “Many people still ignore 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act,” she says. 

In the future these issues 
might become academic. 
Developments in new technolo- 
gy will make the environment 
more accessible to disabled 
people and assistance dogs 
might become obselete. 

Such developments include 
speaking signs which make 
announcements to people with 
visual impairments. Trials have 
begun. But Anthony Longley, a 
science consultant for the Joint 


DOGS FOR THE DISABLED 


Mobility Unit which installed 
the signs, denied they would 
supercede personal mobility 
aids. “They take the stress out 
of travelling,” he says. 
Assistance dog owners agree 
nothing could replace their 
dogs. Mrs Rattray says: “You 
are with your dog 24-hours-a- 
day. You have to form a closer 
bond with your dog than you 
would with your partner.” 


GDBA review hotline, tel: 
0700-900 9191. 

HDDP, tel/minicom: (01844) 
353898 

DfD, tel: (01203) 302050. 
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is the world’s most 
CHOSEN. Stairlift,” annors saree 


7 NEW MODELS 
OUT NOW 


FREEPHONE 


palin has built world- 
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Never a backbench issue 


After 30 years, Parliament's All-Party Disablement Group is still 
at the forefront of the disability movement, Peter Baber discovers 


Our honourable members are 
constantly busying themselves 
in committees. Not just select 


committees, which are weight- 
ed according to the state of the 
parties, but also all-party sub- 


Lord Morris: bill went through 


ject groups, which are com- 
posed of whoever wants to join. 
Some of these are most 
obscure — there are, for exam- 
ple, groups on jazz apprecia- 
tion, Scotch whisky, and glass. 
But the one with the quaint 
title of “disablement” is more 
impressive. It has over 200 
members now, and over this 
parliamentary session will be 
celebrating its 30th birthday. 
According to Lord Ashley, 
who founded the All-Party 


Disablement Group (APDG), 
as it is called, and is still its 
chair, the first meeting in July 
1969 was “pathetic” with only 
two MPs attending. 

But interest picked up four 
months later when Alf — now 
Lord — Morris won a chance to 
introduce a bill on disability. 

There was some hostiliy to 
the idea in. Government, espe- 
cially when it learned that the 
bill would recognise dyslexia 
for the first time in law. 

The then Minister for 
Education told Lord Morris 
that, after a “three week trawl”, 
his department had concluded 
the condition did:not exist. 

“Then at least it won’t cost 
you anything,” Lord Morris 
quietly replied. 

The fact that his Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Person’s Act 
got through, he says, was large- 
ly due to background work by 
MPs who then came to join the 
APDG. 

They only had 22 days to 
draft the bill’s 29 sections, but 
thanks to the group’s strictly 
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non-partisan nature, they were 
able to press on with an issue 
that was important to them all. 
“You needed to have people 
who could stick together,” says 
Lord Morris, “prepared to 
meet night after night.” 

There was no looking back 
from then on says Lord Ashley, 


‘There was a U-turn in 
legislation. | am not 
aware of any select 
committee being as 
effective as that.’ 


as the group grew in size and 
respect. “It actually gave a 
voice to disabled people, and 
gave them access to the corri- 
dors of power. No minister has 
ever refused to attend an 
APDG meeting.” 

The more radical disability 
campaigners may take issue 
with that. “It took an extreme- 
ly long time for the APDG to 
understand that disability is a 
rights issue,” says Barbara 
Lisicki, spokesperson for the 
Direct Action Network. “Some 
say people like Lord Ashley are 
champions. But he is not in 
touch with the disabled peo- 
ple’s movement.” 

Ashley, however, maintains 
that he first introduced a civil 
rights bill as early as 1982, and, 


A 1994 demo: the group kept fighting from inside, says Roger Berry 


although it was thrown out, 
other APDG members intro- 
duced improved versions of it 
every year until 1994. 

Then public outrage following 
Conservative disability minister 
Nick Scott’s decision to “talk 
out” Roger Berry’s bill led the 
Government to draw up the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

“There was a U-turn in legis- 
lation,” says Dr Berry, now 
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group secretary. “It was the 
APDG inside Parliament and 
Rights Now! outside that} 
brought that about. I’m not} 
aware of any select committee 
being as effective-as that.” 
Lisicki insists the group “still! 
has a long way to go”. 
But Mark Morris, parliamen-) 


i 


tary officer for the Royal) 
National Institute for Deaf, 
People and Neil Betteridge,) 
head of campaigns at the Royal 
Association for Disability and) 
Rehabilitation, are more sup- 
portive. Mr Morris points out 
that the APDG recently ran aj 
session on “double discrimina- 


Lord Ashley: wants rights soon 


tion”, inviting representatives 
from black and gay disabled 
groups. Mr Betteridge adds 
that these meetings are certain4 
ly “not cosy”. 
He does think the group 
needs to look more to the 
future, such as the development 
of IT and genetic testing. 
Lord Ashley, however, is clear 
about what he hopes the group 
will campaign on next. “We 
need to stop disability cuts,” he) 
says, “and set up full huma 
rights for disabled people.” 
Here’s hoping, honourable 
members, but happy birthda 
all the same. 
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Forge ahead in consulting 


A career as a disability consultant can be 
rewarding, says Peter Baber, but you need 
to be good at listening — and networking 


Why not become a disability 
awareness consultant? The idea 
isn’t totally outlandish. 

After all, thanks to the 
Disability Discrimination Act, 
more and more shops and firms 
are having to wake up to the 
needs of disabled people. 
“Consultancy really has a 
future, particularly with firms 
who are having to comply,” 
says Ruth Malkin, who “fell 
into” consultancy work in the 
arts world four years ago. 

She thinks consultancy is 
suitable for anyone who does 
not feel up to doing a full-time 
job, or wants to combine it 
with another interest. 

She combines it with writing 
poems. But Rachel Wilson, who 


‘Radicals make bad 
consultants. Chaining 
yourself to railings 
doesn’t go down big time 
at Marks and Spencer.’ 


has been advising mainly 
voluntary organisations on 
training for just over two years, 
combines her consultancy with 
being a mother. “I was working 
for the Bank of England as a 
disability equality project 
manager when I became 


pregnant,” she says. “I thought: 
‘Really I would be better off 
working for myself.” 

She’s never looked back on 
that decision either. “If people 
are working for themselves they 
don’t have to be mindful of 
what the policy of the 
organisation is,” she says. “It is 
a real pleasure to be totally true 
to themselves.” 

But not so fast, there. Stephen 
Duckworth, chief executive of 
Disability Matters, one of the 
biggest consultancy firms in the 
country, dismisses any idea that 
disabled people can just walk 
into consulting. 

“T get disabled people ringing 
me up and writing to me all the 
time about this,” he says. “I 
immediately recognise the skills 
they have are not appropriate.” 

So what do you need to be 
prepared for, if you want to be 
a consultant? 

Long hours and travel, a long 
slog to get yourself established, 
and a fair amount of reading 
up on current law were all 
mentioned by consultants DN 
spoke to. 

They also felt you need a 
good head for business. 

But the most important trait 
they all said you need is the 
ability to consult: to listen to 
what the client is saying and to 


DO YOU REQUIRE LEGAL ADVICE 
OR ASSISTANCE? 
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the following areas: 
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¢ Local Government/Public Law 

¢ Personal Injury/Medical Negligence Claims 

¢ Health Law 


We also Specialise in other areas of law including: 
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fluent British Sign Language user who works with the Deaf 
community. 


We are located in Wood Green in North London but also have 
offices in Camden and Birmingham. We undertake Legal Aid 
work as well as private cases. 


For free initial and confidential advice contact us at: Ashley 
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Minicom: 0181-881 6764, 
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Phil Friend thinks consultancy has made shops more aware of disabled people — and their hefty wallets 


communicate your ideas, but 
never, never to prescribe. 

Phil Friend, managing 
director of Churchill & Friend, 
talks to middle managers all 
around the country and says 
you need to be compliant with 
how each company’s systems 
work. “Radical disabled people 
make bad consultants,” he says. 
“They are so busy selling their 
radical message that they aren’t 
listening. Chaining yourself to 
railings doesn’t go down big 
time at Marks and Spencer.” 

Mr Duckworh thinks a good 
consultant needs to know when 
to call in someone else. 

“You need access to other 
consultants who will deliver the 
skills you can’t,” he says. 

So it’s no surprise that while 


Does It p 


Disability Matters, run by 
Stephen Duckworth (above), 
started off in 1989 with a 


his company has eight staff, it 
uses 15 other consultants. 

But what about regulation? If 
so many people are eager to get 
into the field, shouldn’t there 
be a qualification so clients 
know who is good? 

Ms Wilson feels that would be 
unnecessary as “everybody gets 
to know about it if you deliver 
bad training.” 

Mr Duckworth agrees that a 
separate qualification would be 
useless — but only because he 
says good consultants should 
join one of the existing 
consultancy organisations such 
as the Institute of Management 
Consultants or the Institute of 
Personnel & Devlopment, 
where memberships entails 
taking part in a programme of 


ay well? 


turnover of £36,000 a year. It is 
now well over £1m. 

But smaller organisations may 
not be so lucrative. Rachel 
Wilson says this year she will 
have a turnover of “about 
£10,000,” although it has been 
going up every year. Ruth 
Makin expects to be at around 
£12,000 this year. 


IS GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 
Elap Rotating Car Seat 


a’ Seats designed for most 


makes and models of 
both two and four 
door vehicles 


for further details please contact 
ELAP Engineering Ltd, 
Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 
Tel: 01254 871599 

Fax: 01254 389992 


continual learning. “A lot of 
disabled people are scared of 
setting themselves the 
standards these organisations 
set,” he says. 

But Mr Friend thinks there is 
another option — becoming an 
associate of the Employers’ 
Forum on Disability. “You have 
to be someone they recognise 
as an expert,” he says. 

Like the others, despite the 
long hours he thinks his job is 
immensely rewarding. 

“With the senior people I talk 
to now, I know this is not just 
about them being nice to 
disabled people,” he says. “We | 
are talking about how they can 
provide for us. They want our 
credit cards.” 

You can’t argue with that. 


You can 
give ita 
try now 


Still interested in consult- 
ing? If so, Churchill and 
Friend is offeringone DN | 
reader the chance to shadow 
one of its consultants at 
work for two weeks. Your 
expenses will be paid, and 
you will be matched with a 
consultant near to where 

you live. 

To enter, just say in 15 
words why you want to be a 
disability conslultant. 

Send your entry, together 
with a brief CV, to DN 
Competition, Churchill and | 
Friend, Weltech Centre, 
Ridgeway, Welwyn Garden 
City, Herts, AL7 2AA. 

The closing date is 30 
November. The winner will 
be notified within a month, 
for a New Year placement. 
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How the 
doctor is 
seeing it 


The breakthrough which made 
the transplant (see right) possi- 
ble was new drugs which stop 
the arm being rejected, one of 
the doctors involved told DN. 
Dr Nadey Hakim (above), 
from St Mary’s Hospital, 
Paddington, says the surgery 
involved was around years ago. 
He is cautious about how far 
the operation can be applied. 

_ “I cannot see any patients 
other than those who have had 
trauma being eligible,” he said. 

“They must be healthy enough 

to undergo a long operation.” 

_ Transplants would be difficult 

if you lost a limb through 

diabetes or cancer, he says, or if 
you were born with a stump. 


Armless for you too? 


Potential recipients tell Rod Hermeston whether they would ever have an arm transplant 


Scientists from around the 
world came together in 
September to perform the 
world’s first arm transplant. 

New Zealander Clint Hallam, 
48, who lost his own arm in an 
accident nine years ago, was 
given a dead Frenchman’s 


forearm in a 13-hour operation. 


But just what do people think 
about having bits of dead 
people’s bodies attached to 
them? We surveyed a group of 
people who had also lost one 
arm to see whether they would 
want to go under the knife too. 


David Bennett, 68 
(Retired Methodist minister 
who had his right hand ampu- 
tated after a road accident 
when he was three.) 

“My arm did not develop after- 
wards. But if I had lost my 


hand when I was an adult then 
I would certainly enjoy the 
chance of a transplant. Because 
my left arm has been doing the 
work of my right arm all these 
years, I am now disabled in the 
left arm and can’t lift weights. 
“It would be nice to hold my 
wife and pick up grandchildren 
with both hands.” 


Raymond Stowell, 51 

(Lost his right hand after an 
accident with a waste paper 
bailing machine more than 20 
years ago.) 

“T would have a go if I could. A 
prosthetic limb can never really 
replace a real one. 

“You would just get over the 
shock of having someone else’s 
hand, just as you get used to 
losing your own.” 


Julie Handley, 45 
(Lost her right arm above the 
elbow 20 years ago in a car 
crash. Wears a cosmetic hand.) 
“To have the use of my arm 
again would be out of this 
world. But the potential pain 
would fill me with apprehen- 
sion. If | knew the outcome was 
going to be good then I might 
think more positively about it. 

“The accident happened 20 
years ago and I have accepted 
the loss. But when I’m 
undressed it still hurts and I 
still do not feel completely 
comfortable with myself. 

“In the summer when I do not 
wear my prosthesis I still hate 
the way people stare. I have 
now got arthritis in my left 
thumb and first finger from 
over-using them.” 


Danny Crates, 25 


(Had an amputation of the 
right arm above the elbow four 
years ago after a car crash. 
Now teaches scuba diving and 
has taken up athletics. Hopes 
to go to the Paralympics in 
Sydney in the year 2000.) 

“The operation would take too 
long. I have been playing rugby, 
running and diving, and I. 
would not want to give up my 
life. I have seen there is light on 
the other side. You can get by.” 


The Limbless Association, tel: 
0181-788 1777. 


Designed for | 


.. Scootas, Powerchairs and Stairlifts 
from Sunrise. 


e Independence and freedom to 
help you live life to the full 


e All designed and built in Britain 


to the highest specifications 


e Free home assessment and 
demonstration available 


SUNRISE 


Improving people's lives 


0800 16 33 65 


Call free — and ask for a free brochure and price guide 


DDN 811 


Please send me my FREE Sunrise colour brochure(s) and Mr/Mrs/Ms. (inc. initials) 


price guides. 
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[_] Scootas [_] Powerchairs [_] Stairlifts uate ae . a 1 
I Send to: Sunrise Medical Ltd, FREEPOST DD348, ARS ; 
I High Street, Wollaston, DY84BR. A ; Bs ___ Postcod € Se et 
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18 Comment 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 1331 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Getting a foot in ... 


Can I give some advice, based 
on experience, to Jane Porter 
(DN, October) about declaring 
your disability to a potential 
employer? 

When first sending in a cv, do 
not mention a disability. After 
all, the cv is you, selling your 
skills and nothing else. You do 
not know the mind of the 
person reading your letter and 
if they see the word “disabled”, 
they might assign it to the bin 
without reading any further. 

Also, you are not going to be 
offered a job purely on the 
basis of your cv. 

When you are asked to go for 
an interview, phone the 
company and tell them that 
you have a disability and ask if 
the premises are accessible, etc. 
You will then be putting them 
on the spot because the fact 
that they have asked you for an 
interview means they are 
impressed with your abilities. 
The only way they can refuse 
you an interview is if they say 
their premises are inaccessible. 

I have always done this when 
applying for jobs and can 


assure you it works a treat. You 
are not hiding your disability - 
from them, only waiting for the 
right moment to tell them. 
Kenneth Cairns (e-mail) 


I was very sorry to see Jane 
Porter’s letter about her diffi- 
culties in finding work. 

DeaFinIT is a new lottery- 
funded project which exists to 
help deaf people to obtain IT- 
related work, with training if 
necessary. We are based in 
Waltham Forest, but not 
limited to the borough. 

We would be very pleased to 
do what we can to help Jane, 
by providing moral support as 
well as by exploiting our links 
with employers and 
employment services. 

IT offers an exceptional 
opportunity for deaf people to 
deal with the hearing world on 
equal terms, and it is important 
that deaf people pool our 
experiences to help one another. 
Stuart Alexander 
96 Normanton Park 
London E4 6ES 
e-mail: deafinituk@hotmail.com 


Stop age discrimination 


For the care component of 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) and Attendance 
Allowance (AA), there is no dif- 
ference, regardless of age. But 
when you compare the mobility 
component of DLA with AA, 
there are some differences, and 
many older disabled people 
who travel by car as drivers or 
passengers may be just as dis- 
abled as younger disabled people. 
For example, if you are under 
65 and in receipt of the mobility 
component of DLA, you get a 


higher allowance, do not have 
to pay road tax and get other 
concessions, often for life, or at 
least until you are 80. 

However, if you are equally 
disabled, but only in receipt of 
AA, you get a lower allowance, 
have to pay road tax and do not 
qualify for many concessions, 
such as ferry travel, or toll 
exemptions. 

The Disability Discrimination 
Act says that providers of . 
services must not, among other 
things, offer less favourable 


Wheelchair servicing 


Twelve months ago I purchased 
through Motability a new elec- 
tric wheelchair. I telephoned 
my dealer, from whom I had 
purchased the chair, to arrange 
a 12 months’ service. 

I was informed that I was 
liable for the labour charges 
and for any call out charges. 

I feel this is wrong. As the 
chair is only just 12 months’ 
old, surely the first service 
should be covered by the 
warranty? 

I had previously asked for a 
service at six months, but was 
told that this was not necessary. 
When we asked about a service 
charge at that point, Iam 
certain I was told the service 
charge was free. 

If I had bought a new car, it 
would have had a service (to 
tighten nuts and bolts, etc) at 
about 1,500 miles. The chair 
that I have has done about 


1,800 miles (used daily) and yet 
we get nothing. 

My chair is at the moment 
running a little bit sluggish and 
Iam worried that if I do not 
pay for the service, I will end 
up with a chair that I cannot 
use but will still be paying for. 

I wonder if any of your other 
readers have ever come across 
this problem and, if so, how 
they managed. 

Lynne Bagnall 
Wilmslow 


Cheshire 


Morigue Cornwell, director of 
the Banstead Mobility Centre, 
comments: “Mrs Bagnall has a 
valid point. She’s a diligent 
user; a lot of wheelchair users 
expect their chair to go on 
without maintenance. If the 
chair is going sluggish, it is a 
pity she was not encouraged to 
report this at 11 months. 


‘THE VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY 


terms to disabled people 


because of their disability. 
It would appear that the over 


65 group of equally disabled 
people are to some extent 


subsidising others, just because 
they only get AA. Isn’t it time for 
the Government and businesses, 
authorities and other 


organisations to end their less 


favourable and divisive terms 
and remember that disability 
affects all regardless of age? 
GW Daniels 

Stevenage, Herts. 


Leicester — 
gets ahead 


Reading about the lack of pub- 
lic transport which is wheel- 
chair friendly (DN, September), 
I want to tell you of a pleasant, 
positive experience during a 
recent visit to Leicester. 

Riding a modern, single- 
decker, I was very impressed 
when the driver lowered the 
suspension to allow women 
with pushchairs easy access, 
and further pleased to note that 
there were several seats which 
had large pram or wheelchair 
sized areas with them. 

Perhaps other authorities will 


follow suit? 


Peter Dawson (e-mail) 


Handicapped union 


Good to see that the fine 

upstanding trade union move- 
ment is coming to terms with 
disability awareness. From the 
T&G Central Office, no less, 
comes a press release announc- | 


New for 1998 the 
fully tested 

Caddy — four seats 
plus a wheelchair, 
power steering, 
drivers air bag, 
stereo cassette 
player, 1.6ltr petrol 
or 1.9ltr diesel 
engines. Prices from 


£12399:G0 


Various options of 
wheelchair access on 
the Caravelle people 

carrier, underfloor 

lifts & ramps for 
side access, ramps 
and lifts for rear 
access including 
lowering suspension. 
Prices start from 
£17,590.00 on 

the road 


ing that general secretary, Bill 
Morris, has taken delivery of a 
minibus for the “handicapped”. 
The minibus, a gift from Ford, 
is to be shipped to Jamaica to 
“transport handicapped chil- 
dren” — presumably by the hun- | 
dredweight. Nice language T&G. 
Shows how up to date you are. 


‘Poor cripps’ 

DN staff were shocked when, 
at the opening of the East 
Anglian Disability Equipment 
Show in Colchester in Septem- | 
ber, organiser Russell Howes 
started his speech with: “We all 
know there is nothing worse 
than being disabled, so every- 
one here will do their best to 
help you in every way.” 

It wasn’t so much the 
patronising twaddle that 
shocked; it was the reaction 
from the rest of the audience. 
Not a gasp or a murmur of 
protest. Were they too in awe at| 
being invited to such a 
prestigious event? 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel are a 
long established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people 
with disabilities. Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design 
and are recognised converters for VW. 


INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 
66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 * Fax: 01704 506607 
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Parent’s voice 19 


‘Life was one long struggle’ 


Language development proved a problem for Steven Hall but his mother Catherine says a new school helped 


My son Steven was to be the 

completion of our happy 
family. He was an adorable 
baby and toddler but at 18 
-months old he changed drasti- 

cally. His smiles turned to 
frowns, his hugs changed to 


Nottinghamshire. After a three- 
day assessment, thankfully 
Steven was accepted. 

He has now been with I CAN 
for over three years. Everything 
about it is right. The class sizes 
are small and the teachers, 


speech therapists and care- 
workers are wonderful. 

I can honestly say that 
compared to Steven’s first five 
years, things have been plain 
sailing. Within a month he was 
able to say the words we all 


take for granted: “I love you 
Mummy.” The first time he 
said that was one of the 
happiest and proudest 
moments of my life. He hasn’t 
stopped talking since! 

Steven has a long way to go— 


reading ‘is still a struggle but I 
know I CAN will continue to 
give him the opportunity to 
reach his full potential. 


I CAN, the charity for language 
disabilities, tel: 0171-374 4422. 


aggressive pushes and his play- 
ing changed into endless 
frustration tantrums. 

Our world was turned upside 
down. Gone were the carefree 
days of going to the park. Even 
a trip to the local shops was a 
nightmare. Other people had 
no tolerance of Steven’s 
tantrums because he looked so 
“normal”. They thought we 
were bad parents with no 
control over him. Friends with 
children the same age as Steven 
stopped visiting. I think they 
were afraid of their children 
adopting some of Steven’s 
strange behaviour. Every ounce 


Progress: Catherine and Steven 
fs car gives us all freedom. The power to go where we choose, when we choose. It 


of energy went on getting gives us independence and of course it gives us mobility. For wheelchair users though 


through a day with Steven. I 
had nothing to give others. 

We knew that by the time he 
was 18 months old Steven 
should have been making 
strides in communicating. We 
thought once he started talking 
it might break the pattern of 
behaviour. We hoped that once 
he could communicate we 
could make him understand 
when his behaviour wasn’t 
acceptable. But Steven didn’t 
start to talk. Not at 18 months 
or at two or three years. In fact 
Steven didn’t start to talk at all. 

After many tests, looking for 
_a medical explanation, we were 
left in the dark and with no 
hope at all. 

At four, Steven attended a 
special needs nursery which 
dealt with some of his 
behavioural problems but he 
still couldn’t talk. Life seemed 
to be one long struggle. 

My next real concern was that 
Steven was reaching school age. 
Where on earth would he go? 
The local education authority 
approached me to discuss 
Steven visiting I CAN’s school, 
Dawn House in Rainworth, 


Re, EET 
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just getting in and out of an average four door saloon is not only difficult, it is sometimes 


nigh on impossible. 


Gowrings Mobility has been building high quality Chairman car conversions for over 30 
years so we understand the value of mobility. But don’t just take our word for it, you can 
see what June and Bernard Simpson of Staffordshire had to say: 


- 


“Since we have had our Chairman life has had 
a richer quality, with no problems of thinking 
shall we make the big effort to go out! 

Its just so easy.” 


JUNE AND BERNARD SIMPSON — CHAIRMAN OWNERS 


To find out how you can experience the pleasures of easy motonng call the Freephone 


gowrings 
mobility 


a whole world of possibilities 


number below for your free full colour Chairman information pack, or if you prefer 


complete the coupon. 


Please return this coupon to 
us at: 


Please send me further information regarding the Gowrings Mobility Chairman range. 


Name: 


Gowrings Mobility 
FREEPOST 
Newbury 

Berks RG14 5ZW 


Gowrings Mobility Ltd. 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 5RU Tel: 01635 529500. Fax: 01635 529400. Internet: www.gowringsmobility.co. uk 
DN11/98 


Address: 


Postcode: _ Tel No.: 
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20 Fashion 


Ollie liked this coat (£100 from Atlantic Sport at Burton 
Menswear). But Rosemary’s (£65 from Index Extra) was too long 


Rainy days are here again, so Dan Batten and Rod Hermeston hel 


You know the score. The heav- 
ens are throwing down their 
contents, and you’re caught in 
the middle of it. Oh what 
you'd give for some lovely styl- 
ish apparel to defend you from 
the onslaught. 

Chances are if you use a 
wheelchair and have any diffi- 
culties dressing, that you may 
think the only option is to 
wear a poncho. 

But they.never seem to win 
any popularity polls. 

They certainly didn’t impress 
our models, this time, anyway. 
Ollie Stammers, 29, is from 
north London and works part- 

time as an upholsterer. Ollie 
has spina bifida, and being 
short finds coat lengths, par- 
ticularly sleeves, something of 
a nightmare. 

He usually hates rainwear 
with a vengeance, as he is 
‘inseparable’ from his black 
bomber jacket. 

The first item he tried on, a 
lime green jacket with a fleeced 
lined collar from the Index 
Extra catalogue, did nothing 
to alter his view. “The collar 
was uncomfortable, and I 
don’t like green very much,” he 
said. “But for once the length 
was okay, and it was warm.” 

The next choice, a light grey 
and navy blue jacket by 
Atlantic Sport at Burton 
Menswear, fared better, 


For total 
“- manoeuvrability 
around your 
home, 


Freephone 
0800 715 438. 


Ollie felt the red waterproof (£60 from Atlantic Sport at Burton Me 
sweaty. However Rosemary liked the ivory three-in-one (£55 from In¢ 


although it still failed to score 
top marks, not being in Ollie’s 
favourite colour, black. 

“T would consider wearing 
this one,” he said. , 
But the black leather parka- 

style jacket from Littlewoods 
went down a storm, if you will 


“ag iano heh suas Hana Pons Chea 


The new height-adjustable Stannah Power Chair can rotate on the spot, turn sharp corners 
and manoeuvre through tight spaces with ease, giving you total mobility with complete comfort. 


Name | 


[_] Please call to arrange my FREE DEMONSTRATION AND TRIAL. 
[ ]Please send me a Stannah Power Chair brochure. 


Address 


Postcode Telephone 


Stannah 


Power Chair 


Please return to: Stannah Limited, Department 6047, FREEPOST, SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 
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excuse the pun. Ollie told us: 
“T’ve always been a fan of 
leather coats. The arms were a 
bit long, but this one is defi- 
nitely my favourite.” 

Ollie’s final garment, a red 
waterproof by Atlantic Sport 
at Burton Menswear, again, 
was not so popular. “I sweat a 
lot when walking,” he said. 
“This didn’t let me breathe.” 

There was also a problem. 
with the jacket’s elasticated 


Little Green Riding Hood? 
“Wheelymac” (£22 from Simpla 


Fashion 21 


ly for rain 


vo style-conscious models prepare for them 


flidn’t breathe well, and made him 
1), because it was light (see right) 


Ollie felt they cut into his wrists 
uch. 

smary Frazer, 30, is an independent 
officer for the Royal Association 
isability and Rehabilitation, and 

| wheelchair. She finds getting 

to fit well with her wheelchair a 
roblem. 

liked the ivory three-in-one jacket 
4 fleece lining which came from the 
Extra catalogue. 

not too bulky, and with the fleece 
removable it would be nice to 


y was unimpressed with the 
thcare). She found it impractical 


wear On a summer evening,” 
she said. 

The design got the thumbs 
up. “The length is just right to 
avoid getting caught in my 
wheels,” she said. 

‘But the green jacket, also 
from Index Extra, just con- 
formed to the regular set of 
hindrances she puts up with. 
Rosemary found it nice to look 
at, but too long. 

“When you’re sitting down, 
the length of jackets like this 
makes pushing my chair 
hard,” she said. 

Then we came to those pon- 
cho-type garments. 

A “Wheelymac” made for 


wheelchair users by Ollie’s green jacket (£80 from Index Extra) scored well for warmth, although he didn’t like the fleecy 
Simplantex Healthcare collar. Rosemary found the removable collar on her jacket (£55, also from Index Extra) was useful 


Rosemary described as “totally 
impractical”. “It would fill 


with air, and offer no protec- G et th e g ear 


tion from splashes,” was her 


verdict. Its aesthetic qualities Index Extra 
were poor too. Tel: 0345-552 211 

Nor did she like the red pon- 
cho, also from Simplantex Littlewoods 
Healthcare. She said it made Tel: 0345-888 222, 
her feel “like something from Minicom: 0345-573 987 
the film, The Good, The Bad 
and The Ugly”. Burton 

So after all that, will our Stores nationwide. a 
models be singing in the rain Tel: 0171-291 2111 for your 
in glee? nearest branch 

We think grumbling in the 
storm is more likely. Simplantex Healthcare 

Tel: (01424) 854566 Rosemary really gave the thumbs down to this red poncho (£19 

PHOTOS BY GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY : from Simplantex Healthcare), which she didn’t feel was her style 


We listened to our customers 


- they wanted more 
independence, witha 
comfortable bed that 
looked like furniture, 
that lowered to make 
access easier for legs, 
that raised to help 
getting out and to stand, 
that made it easier for 
carers to attend them, - 
at the touch of a button. 


Are comfort and 
posture support your 
main expectations from 


a wheelchair? 


We have wide expertise 
meeting specialist seating 
needs, using a range of 
branded comfort chairs and 


in house resources. 


oe Sd os Call Simon today for 
We added discreet, foldaway, twin 
side rails that act as support and 
still give safety, made it even 
lower for access, and named it 


the 5020 hi - lo nursing bed. 


BaKare Beds Ltd. 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, 
Plympton, PLYMOUTH PL? 4JH 


Tel: 0 1752 34 22 22 


free advice and home 


assessments. 


24 - 26 Glasshouse Street 
Nottingham NG1 3LW 
Opposite Victoria Centre 
car park entrance 
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22 Arts 


It's ok to make jokes 
about disabled 
people — on certain 
conditions, says 
Allan Sutherland 


When I tell non-disabled people 
that I am a disability comedian, 
they try to look shocked. 
“Surely”, they ask, “you don’t 
make fun of disabled people?” 

My regular answer, “No, I 
make fun of you,” doesn’t seem 
to comfort them. 

I’ve never found it difficult to 
decide what are acceptable 
targets for my humour. I use 
one very simple rule: always 
attack people who are bigger 
and stronger than you are. 
Anything else is despicable. 

When a white comedian 
makes jokes about “pakis”, a 
man tells sexist gags about 
women, or able-bodied comics 
make fun of disability, it’s 
bullying by proxy. And the 
danger about that is that if you 
encourage audiences to think 
it’s acceptable, then maybe 
they’ll go out and try it for real. 

And that’s really not funny. It 
puts you on the road towards 
the kind of experience 
described to me by a young 
man I interviewed during some 
recent research on violence 
against disabled people. “He 
said: ‘What are you looking at, 
spastic?’ Then he hit me in the 
face with a car jack.” 

Maybe there isn’t a link. But 
I'd want to be bloody sure 
before I risked it. 

It may sound like I’m saying 
that it is never permissible for 
non-disabled people to laugh at 


me ie > 


us with the implication that 
there can never be disabled 
characters in mainstream film 
and comedy. Not so. 

In “Communication 
Breakdown”, a classic episode 
of Fawlty Towers, the hotel 
deals with Mrs Richards, a 
difficult woman with hearing 
difficulties. Exasperated by her 
behaviour, Basil eventually gets 
his own back by pretending to 
talk without actually making 
any noise. Thinking her 
hearing aid is not working, Mrs 
Richards turns up the volume 
as high as it will go — at which 
point Basil starts shouting at her. 

Superficially, this would seem 
to be a textbook example of 
how comedy should not deal 
with disability: encouraging the 


sy 


ALL VEHICLES INCLUDE WINDOWS & FULL INTERIOR TRIM PLUS 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS BY FOLD OUT RAMP. ADDITIONAL REAR 
SEATING FITTED TO CUSTOMERS CHOICE. OPTIONAL WINCHES. 

POWERED LIFTS ETC 


ON-THE-ROAD PRICES FROM:- 


MERCEDES VITO = £15065-00 RENAULT TRAFIC = £12622-00 
PEUGEOT EXPERT = £12965-00 FORD TRANSIT = £13592-00 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS FOR 
VITO & TRANSIT. 


FOR FULL DETAILS OR A DEMONSTRATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


RON OR BOB 
INTERBILITY LTD UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK 
STEVENAGE HERTS SG1 2BH 
TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 


Should we laugh at Mrs Richards? Joan Sanderson and John Cleese in a Fawlty Towers episode 


audience to laugh at a disabled 
peson being mistreated. 

That analysis would be utterly 
misguided. I think the episode 
is perfectly acceptable, and I 
know that most deaf people of 
my acquaintance love it. (The 
people who delight in it most 
are sign language interpreters, 
but I leave you to draw your 
own conclusions about that.) 

Certainly Basil Fawlty behaves 
abominably towards Mrs 
Richards, but he behaves 
abominably towards everyone; 
guests, staff, his wife. More 
importantly, the joke is not 
about deafness, but a selfish 
woman who tries to exploit her 
disability and has the tables 
turned on her. 

As Fawlty Towers is one of 
the most carefully constructed 
series that has ever appeared on 
British television, it should be 
no surprise that the question is 
sorted out in the opening scene: 
the first we see of Mrs Richards 
is when she jumps the queue at 
the reception desk. 

As with so much else, it comes 
down to characterisation. If the 
audience is being asked to 


laugh at the disability itself, in 
a way that implicitly extends to 
all other people with that 
disability — or even to all 
disabled people. That is not 
merely irresponsible but 
downright dangerous, and 
likely to encourage hate crimes 
against us. But if it’s a matter of 
the individual human weakness 
of an individual fictional 
character, I see no problem in it. 

It is also possible to be a 
touch too po-faced about 
comedy. It would have been 
possible to make Basil Fawlty — 
or, indeed, Mrs Richards —a 
better example to our young 
people, but the show would be 
a lot less funny for it. 

Similarly, when Al Pacino’s 
blind character, Frank Slade, in 
Scent of a Woman, drives a 
Ferrari at high speed through 
the streets of New York, it 
should not need saying that this 
is not how most unsighted 
people carry on (though I know 
one or two who would if they 
could get the car). But it is in 
character. And it is very funny. 

There’s Something About 
Mary is also very funny, but its 


disabled characters are more 
anodyne. The clumsy crutch- 
user turns out to be a fake (a 
neat little bit of playing on 
audience expect-ations). And 
Mary’s learning-disabled 
brother acts as a yardstick to 
character: only bad guys are 
nasty to him. (One of our main 
roles in Hollywood movies has 
been to allow non-disabled 
characters to demonstrate their 
caring side.) 

John Cleese, co-writer of 
Fawlty Towers, takes a robust 
view of the possibility of giving 
offence: “No-one has a right 
not to be offended.” 

As both television writer and 
stand-up performer, I agree 
with that. One should worry 
about whether one’s humour is 
ethically defensible; offensive- 
ness is not the right yardstick. 

Anything worth saying will 
offend somebody. If it’s really 
worth saying, it will offend a 
lot of people: fools, bigots, 
religious fundamentalists, the 
petty and the pompous and the 
corrupt of all descriptions. 

Regrettably, disabled people 
are not entirely absent from 
any of the above categories. So 
I don’t see that we should 


“ expect to be above criticism. 


But our faults are of our own 
making, they are not an 
automatic corollary of our 
physical impairments (though © 
one might want to add the odd 
footnote about poor education, 
social exclusion and the like). 

So we do have the right not to | 
be victims of crass negative 
stereotyping. Otherwise, it’s us 
who are being bullied by the 
powerful media of tv and film. 
And there’s only one good way 
to respond to bullies: stand up — 
to them. 


The Simplantex. Weatherwear Rang. 


The Wheelymac and the 
Scootermac. Two of the best 
sellers from our extensive 
range. So you could argue 
that there is no reason to 
change them. But our 
ongoing development 
programme means that we are 
always looking for the 
slightest improvements. It 
might be a slight change of 
stitching, or 10cm more 
fabric. You’d hardly notice. 
But to be continue to be the 
best, we need to maintain our 
advantage. 


/t was always the best - so we mad it bet ber. 


Write or phone our FREE Customer Helpline on 
0800 9800 150 for your copy of our latest 


brochure to see the full range. 


Simplantex Healthcare Limited, Healthcare House, 3 Maunsell Road, Castleham Industrial Estate, 
St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex TN38 ONL. Telephone 01424 854566. Fax 01424 854577. 
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Mim Not so contrar 


Michael Turner 
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If everyone 
believes the 
publicity sur- 
rounding the 
opening of 
There’s 
Something 
About Mary, 
it’s hard to imagine many dis- 
abled people queuing up to see it. 
Undoubtedly, this is a polliti- 
cally incorrect, vulgar little 
film. But it seems the PR people 
have hyped this up. The film is 
not as bad as it seems and does 
actually have redeeming features. 
Some scenes are very offensive, 
most notably the one with 
British comic Lee Evans, 
playing Tucker, Mary’s 
apparently disabled friend, in 
which the comedy is based on 
nothing more than the difficulty 
a person using crutches has 
after dropping his car keys. 
Against this, Mary’s brother, 
Warren, has learning difficulties. 
The characterisation is far from 
perfect, but overall Warren is a 
much better portrayal than 
some previous, more earnest 
attempts. He is never the object 
of cruel humour, except at the 
hands of other characters. 
This is where the film’s humour 
has been misrepresented. The 


We're in 
good shape 


The disability arts scene is now 
well into its second decade and 
Jackson’s Lane Centre, London, 
spearheaded by disability arts 
co-ordinator Pat Place, has 
taken on a major festival, The 
Shape We’re In, celebrating its 
range and diversity. 

I’m sitting in the deaf cabaret, 
packed to capacity (130 plus) 
with people being turned away 
(they could have sold the tickets 
three times over). It’s awesome. 


sexist, non-disabled males are 
the real objects of the comedy 
and make fools of themselves. 
Mary may not be high art, but 
like older Carry On films, it 
may be the subject of a Channel 
4 retrospective in 20 years or so. 
Mercury Rising is a thriller 
based on the unlikely scenario 
that American intelligence 
services test their codes by 
putting them in puzzle magazines 
to see if anyone can break them. 


The BSL based acts are 
among the most creative and 
energetic on the disability 
circuit, with wild and sexy 
signed song and dance from 
Caroline Parker and a fab 
mood piece from Marc Smith. 
Occasionally I thought that 
MC Clive Mason had missed 
his calling as a vicar with his 
earnest homilies on “life is 
what you make it”. 

Heart ’n Soul opened the 
season in their typically hi- 
energy, dance-till-you-drop 
kind of way and raised for me a 
major flaw in the venue — the 
theatre with fixed raked seating 
creates a formal, often 
inappropriate, atmosphere. 

There were daytime and 
evening events, discussions, 
exhibitions and workshops. 


“Dotty Lott” by Dave Bishop 
(right) was one of 80 pieces of 
art on show at Piece of Mind, 
an exhibition of original work 
by users of mental health ser- 
vices, last month. The exhibi- 
tion was organised by New 
College Nottingham, East 
Midlands SHAPE, City Arts, 
and East and Carlton Mental 
Health Team Stonebridge 
Centre to celebrate World 
Mental Health Day and 
Nottingham’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week. 12 designs 
will be be reproduced as post- 
cards. Tel: 0115-953 4249. 


The unlikely becomes prepos- 
terous when a nine-year-old 
boy with learning difficulties, 
Simon (Miko Hughes) recognises 
the code, bringing the wrath of 
an empire-building secret service 
chief upon himself. 

If you can suspend your 
disbelief about this, Mercury 
Rising is a watchable, but 
unremarkable, film. It’s really 
an opportunity for Bruce Willis 
to play his standard action 


Heart ’n Soul at the Festival 


Inevitably, some bombed — like 
my interviews and panel 
discussions in the “graveyard” 
shift on late Sunday afternoons. 
Other events suffered because 


AUSTRALIAN 
OLYMPICS 2000 


«Go for Gold!” 


Applications now being 
invited for limited spaces on 
an exclusive package for 
disabled people, their 
families, friends and carers. 


r it! 


Go fo 
or write to The Assistance Travel Service Ltd, 


1 Tank Hill Road, Purfleet, Essex RM16 1SX. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
RETAIL AGENTS FOR A.T.O.L. HOLDERS 


Bruce Willis and Miko Hughes in 
Mercury Rising (left) and Lee Evans, 
in There’s Something about Mary 


character plus caring for a 
disabled child. Simon is defined 
in terms of his disability and 
uses the cliché of the impaired 
person with unusual talents. 
The film goes over the limits 
of general good taste. Showing 
a child with learning difficulties 
going through the trauma of 
having his parents murdered 
and then being the target of the 
killers seems a strange idea of 
entertainment to me. 


there wasn’t enough funding 
for everything to be sign language 
interpreted, and the café was 
closed for most of the last week. 

The season acknowledged key 
themes like sex and power, love, 
death, conflict and challenge 
with style and colour. Its organis- 
ation was (erratically) impressive, 
with lots of evening events and 
a bar, all well supported. 

At Jackson’s Lane a brave and 
creative vision got transformed 
into a flawed but exciting 
reality, and for that they have 
our thanks. 

Barbara Lisicki 


PARIS 
DISNEY 1998/99 


“GO for Fun!” 


Fully adapted transport and 
accommodation deals for 
Xmas and throughout 1999. 
One child per adult goes 
FREE in Jan, Feb and March. 


Call A.T.S. TRAVEL Ltd, 
tel: (01708) 863198 


Television 
Paul Darke 
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I am begin- 
ning to think 
there is too 
much disabil- 
ity on televi- 
sion. I'v pro- 
grammes 
looking at 
disability are by disabled and 
non-disabled producers who 
don’t have a clue about honest 
television or disablement. 

It is enough to make me cry, 
just as the first of the new series 
of OED “Bubble Babies” (6 
October ) did. 

“Bubble Babies” explored the 
issue of bone marrow trans- 
fusions for severe combined 
immuno-deficiency (SCID) 
babies by looking at how one 
baby’s life was saved by a 
transfusion from his older 
brother — who had gone 
through the same process when 
he was a baby. The bulk of the 
programme was typically 
science- and medicine-biased, 
but it included the experience 
of a mother of a baby who died 
due to the failure of the 
medical professon to identify 
SCID in time. Real tears from a 
real person that elicited 
absolute empathy. 

I felt a similar sense of 
injustice when watching A Life 
for a Life: The true story of 
Stefan Kiszko (4 October), 
about a man with learning 
difficulties who was falsely 
imprisoned for 16 years fora 
child murder he did not commit. 
Stefan, and his doting mother, 
died soon after his release. 
They were wonderfully played 
by Tony Maudsley and 
Olympia Dukakis, but I could 
not help feeling that society 
was let off the hook from any 
real, enduring, responsibility. 

Publicist Max Clifford and his 
disabled daughter were the 
subject of Holiday Heaven last 
month. They took a trip down 
memory lane to Marbella. A 
worse holiday programme item 
could not be imagined. As 
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Louise’s “illness” and life story 


with juvenile rheumatoid 
arthritis were laid bare before 
us, walking along the prom, the 
cringe factor increased. 

The Vibe, Channel 4’s youth 
deaf-integrated programme, 
returned in October, with deaf 
and non-deaf signers and 
celebrity guests passing through 
a scaffolded warehouse studio 
and, for deaf ty, it ain’t ’arf loud. 

Its adolescent presenters are 
charismatic and terribly pretty, 
but it does have problems, 
rooted in the desire to make the 
progamme appeal to a deaf and 
non-deaf youth audience. Forget 
the non-deaf, let deaf youth 
have their own programme. 
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sexuality 


The authors of She Dances to 
Different Drums: Research into 
disabled women’s sexuality, a 
report of the SHE uk project, 
identify themselves as a 
disabled lesbian, a black 
disabled woman and a hetero- 
sexual disabled woman. 

Kath Gillespie-Sells, Mildrette 
Hill and Bree Robbins have 
focused on these three 
compound identities to analyse 
the responses of women 
describing themselves in these 
ways, while acknowledging that 
there are further overlaps. 

By exploring the views of 
these groups before moving on 
to “common themes”, they 
reverse the usual way of 
establishing a norm of common 
experiences followed by a nod 
to variations from it. 

Disabled lesbians having 
difficulties, for example, with 
personal assistants and 
homophobia, or black disabled 
women with the attitudes of 
Benefits Agency staff, are 
important reminders to white 
“het” crips like me of how 
racism and heterosexism lurk 
in assumptions and omissions 
as much as in brutal, violent acts. 

Most of the literature on 
disability and sexuality has 


More Capacity 


and disability: women's lives 


taken individual 
“sexual 
dysfunction” as its 
starting point. 
There has been 
little work from a 
social model 
perspective. 

Untold Desires: 
the politics of 
disability and 
sexuality, 1997, co- 
authored by 
Gillespie- Sells, was 
one of the first 
forays. The Spinal 
Injuries Assoc- 
iation has tackled 
practicalities. SHE 
uk’s work is a useful 
addition. 

There is ample 
evidence in the book of the 
many barriers to the positive 
exploration and expression of 
sexual identity. Unsurprising, 
sadly, are the descriptions of 
abuse, and the effects of low 
self-esteem on sexual identity 
and behaviour. The report’s 
authors are not afraid to tackle 
the limitations on sexual activity 
imposed by impairments. 

The King’s Fund has backed a 
non-traditional piece of 
research, which has laid bare 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 
Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 


Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value For Money 
Fully adapted from 
£17,995 
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King’ Fund 


She Dances to 
Different Drums 


Research into disabled women’s sexuality 


Kath Gillespie-Sells, Mildrette Hill & Bree Robbins 


the experiences of women 
whose most intimate thoughts, 
feelings, body parts and 
behaviour have often been 
treated with callousness, 
contempt and even violence. 
The researchers have elicited 
their responses with sensitivity, 
empathy and caution. In 
return, the women whose lives 
are on these pages have been 
able to reveal themselves 
willingly and generously to 
others who will benefit, sharing 
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the pain and distress often 
associated with disabled women’s 
sexuality, an analysis of why 
this has been so, and stories of 
joy, humour and satisfaction. 

While much of the anecdotal 
evidence causes despair, there 
are a few shafts of sunlight. 

Lois believes: “Sex with a 
disabled man or woman is in 
many cases more interesting 
than with able-bodied people. 
It can be a bit of a relief to be 
with somebody whom you 
don’t have to educate ethically.” 

Ann succinctly describes post- 
paralysis sex: “My neck is my 
clitoris and my shoulders are 
my ‘G spot’”. 

The woman with the book’s 
most marvellous pseudonym, 
Heaven, says she feels sexy 
most of the time. “The only 
thing that annoys me is I 
cannot move easily in bed. We 
just make up for limited 
movement in different ways. I 
don’t see this as having a 
restricted sex life, just different. 
Anyway, I like to use my mouth 
quite a lot.” 

Agnes Fletcher 


Available from The King’s Fund 
Bookshop, tel: 0171-307 2591. 
ISBN 1-85717-158-6. 


Books/tapes 


Is Christmas shopping a night- 
mare for you? Then let Leslie 
Geddes-Brown’s Mail Order 
Made Easy offer a few alterna- 
tives to the crush of the high 
street. Areas covered include 
food, clothes and gardening. 
There is also a special interests 
section, where you can find out 
such things as where to buy 
that barometer you’ve always 
wanted. Columbia Press, £9.99. 

If you can handle the less 
stressful environment of the 
countryside, then The Which? 
Guide To Country Shopping 
may help. It covers England, 
Scotland and Wales and tells 
you where to look for all manner 
of goodies, like pottéry or 
stained glass. Maps to guide you 
around towns and shop opening 
times are included. £13.99. 

We all have bad days, but for 
some these days never seem to 
end. Coping With Depression 
is a two-cassette programme 
covering definitions, personal 
insights from people who have 
suffered from different forms, 
techniques on how to recognise 
and cope with depression, and 
information on where to go for 
outside help. £13.99 from 
Wendy Lloyd Audio 
Productions, tel: 0151-632 0662. 


More Original Features 


Volkswagen seating 

Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence 


free no obligation home trial 
and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 
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A guiding write 


A new comprehensive guide to products for bladder and bowel 
control has been published, as Lindsey Etchell of RICA reports 


Too many young women are 
embarrassed to seek advice if 
they leak when they cough. Too 
many elderly women buy 
sanitary towels, and reckon on 
having to do so for the rest of 
their lives — assuming nothing 
can cure them. 

Perhaps men with a bladder 
problem are even slower to seek 
help. Condoms are easy to find 
in the chemist, so why aren’t 
other products? 

Over three million people in 
this country have continence 
problems, young and old, men 
and women. Under the age of 
65, incontinence is more 
common in women, but that 
levels out in old age. That said, 
most elderly people stay 
continent all their lives. At any 
age bladder and bowel 
problems are mostly curable 
and always manageable. 

These two people prove good 
management is effective. 

Jacqule Hoath is a fitness 
instructor with two children. 
She was devastated when she 
started to leak during 
workouts. She went to her GP 
and then to a urotherapist. 
Treatment with electrical 
stimulation helped, and she 
found out about suitable 
products. She now works out 
with confidence, knowing she 
will stay dry. She’s also 
introduced continence 
awareness into her teaching. 

Barry Kaighin reckons he 
owes more than most to 
continence products. Paralysed 
following a motor cycle 
accident, he got involved in 
trying out leg bags for Manfred 
Sauer UK. It is a company run 
by continence product users, 
and he was invited to join the 


staff. Through his work he met 
Doria, his wife. He is now UK 
director of the company, and is 
proud of its products. They 
make urine drainage bags — a 
large capacity one for wheelchair 
users and a discreet one, worn 


Fitness expert: Jacqule Hoath 


high on the thigh “for women 
who wear short skirts, sports 
people and Scotsmen,” he says. 

The Discreet Thigh Bag won 
the “look good feel good” 
Continence Products Award. 
Run by *PromoCon and the 
Association for Continence 
Advice, it encourages 
companies to make products 
that look good, as well as 
function well. It was judged by 
a panel led by product users. 

A new free ability guide, 
Choosing Products for Bladder 
and Bowel Control, has just 
been published by RICA and 
PromoCon, which exists to 
promote awareness of 
continence and products. The 
guide shows and describes the 
range of products available, 
and gives advice on how to 
choose and use them. 

There are body-worn pads 


d Founder of 
inal injuries, 


and pants of different types, 
shapes and sizes, sheaths for 
men, catheters for men and 
women, and waterproof covers 
and pads to protect bedding 
and chairs from leaks. Products 
can be used as part of a 
treatment or will control leaks 
so that people can carry on 
with everyday life more 
confidently. (Contact PromoCon 
for lists of products suppliers.) 

The guide also summarises 
the symptoms, causes and 
treatments of different types of 
incontinence. It emphasises 
that people with bladder and 
bowel problems should start by 
getting medical advice to find 
out the cause, how it can be 
treated and how it can be 
managed, before spending 
money on products. 

You can get advice from your 
GP, who, if necessary, will put 
you in touch with a specialist. 
There are nurses (sometimes 
called continence advisers) and 
physiotherapists (sometimes 
called urotherapists) who 
specialise in bladder and bowel 
conditions. They can also be 
contacted direct. 

The Continence Foundation 
Helpline (tel: 0171-831 9831) 
will tell you your nearest 
advisor. Other help 
organisations are in the guide. 


Company director: Barry Kaighin and his family 


Tips from the Ability Guide 


e Get medical advice — most incontinence is treatable. 

¢ If you need to buy products, get small quantities of different 
types and makes until you find what suits you best. 

¢ Measure yourself before you buy special underwear — hips for 
women and waist for men and children. 

e Mix and match products to suit the time of day and what you 
are doing, such as disposable pads when travelling or for short 
term use, and washable pads if needed for a longer time. 

* Some products, such as urinals and enuresis alarms, can be 
borrowed through continence advisors. 

¢ Don’t worry about smells. Changing products regularly and 
washing yourself when you change reduce the risk. 


For a copy of the guide, send a 
AS sae to PromoCon, Disabled 
Living, St Chad’s Street, 
Manchester M8 8OA, or to 
RICA, 24 Highbury Crescent, 
London NS 1RX. 

*PromoCon ts a joint initiative 
of the Continence Foundation 
and the Disabled Living 
Centres Council, led by 
Disabled Living Manchester. 


VISITING FRIENDS, FAMILY 
OR JUST POPPING DOWN 
TO THE SHOPS ... 


MAKE FRE&RIDER PART OF YOUR DAY 


Your stylish four-wheeled Mayfair with its easy to use controls, will take 
you out and about to places that you can no longer walk to. For longer 
journeys the Mayfair can be dismantled and put into the boot of a car, 
enabling you to meet people further afield. 
The independence you always wanted can 
be yours today. 

So why not phone or write and 

find out more about the Freerider 

Mayfair and start making plans on 

where you will be going today. 
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To visit friends ... 
To the shops ... 
To the library ... 
To the park ... 


To get away from it all!! 


My Name, Address and Telephone No.are 
Tel. No. 
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TELEPHONE (01536) 443888 
or write to: FREERIDER (UK) LTD 
FREEPOST MID 16985 
CORBY, NORTHANTS NN17 4BR 


Please send me details on 
Accessible Fitness Equipment |_ 
Freedom All Terrain Vehicle 
Gosling Hand Controls 


Cyclone Wheelchairs 
Tracker Handcycles 


1 
1 Postcode.... 
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Barry’s box of tricks 


Janet Larcher checks out what’s new at the big communication exhibitions 


Virtually all the communication 
aids and programmes in the 
world were on show at the 
ISAAC (International Society 
for Augmentative and Altern- 
ative Communication) exhibi- 
tion in Dublin in August. There 
were also 750 delegates from 19 
countries. 

There was another big 
exhibition at the 
Communication Matters 


autistic disorders. 

The Communication Matters 
Distinguished User Award went 
to Jennie Selby. Her talk, “Does 
she take vodka?”, made us laugh 
—and made us think about our 
attitude to those with severe 
communication difficulties. 

New pieces of equipment 
were few, but they were all 
small, light and easily portable. 

Perhaps the.most exciting 


Mayer Johnson’s hand held dynamic screen — “most exciting” 


conference at Lancaster 
University in September. The 
main speaker at this 
conference, Rita Jordan, from 
the University of Birmingham, 
talked about communication 
difficulties for people with 
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came from Mayer Johnson — a 
hand held dynamic screen 
weighing only 1.5lb and able to 
display up to 32 communication 
boards, each with nine small 
PCS symbols. The device has a 
“hot-swappable” expansion 
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card (changeable without 
turning it off) so up to 96 
boards can be displayed with 
up to eight minutes of digitised 
speech per card. It runs off four 
AA batteries for, it is claimed, 
several weeks. Cambridge 
Adaptive Communication will 
supply it in the UK. No price 
yet. Tel: (01223) 264244. 

The Barrybox developed for 
the manufacturer’s grandson 
Barry is available for £375 from 
GB Richie (UK). Small and 
light, it has 48 small keys which 
give plenty of tactile feedback. 
Each key can only hold a one- 
second message, which can be a 
challenge to the person 
recording the messages, though 
there is an extra eight second 
message key. Tel: (01908) 313624. 

Tana Talker is another easily 
portable device with 11 small 
message keys and an alarm 
button. It weighs only 350 
grams, runs off four AA batteries 
and costs £175. Hartana Devel- 
opments, tel: 0171-920 0513. 

The Step-by-Step communicator 
from Ablenet consists of one 
large switch. Each press gives 
the next message in a fixed 
sequence, so it could be useful 
for telling a story, counting, 
doing an interview or giving 
instructions. Tel: (01476) 550391. 

Box-Talk doesn’t yet have a 
UK supplier but is a simple, light, 
wedge shaped communication 
aid with nine or 16 large 


MERCEDES ‘Vv’ 
CLASS & VITO 


locations. 
It is available 

in various 
formats with 
one to nine 
levels and up to 
768 seconds of 
good quality digitised speech. 
$499 (about £304) in the USA. 
Tel: (01932) 847303. 

Dynamyte and Dynavox 
communication aids are now 
sold in the UK only by Sunrise 
Medical, tel: (01384) 446789. 

On the software front, 
Clicker3 is now released (£80). 
A new version of the well loved 
and widely used program 
includes most of the features 
people have asked for as well as 
its own symbol/word processor. 
Clicker3 also directly supports 
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* Models shown are just a selection of our 
range please telephone and ask for details. 


Universal Mobility Ltd. Unit 2, Royd Mill, Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, West Yorkshire. HD6 ILL 
Tel: 01484 400795 ¢ Fax: 01484 400796 « website: www.unimob.co.uk. 


NATIONAL SALES HOTLINE: 0845 7413348 (charged at local rate) 
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All tricked out: 
Barry’s box was 
developed by his 
grandfather. 


the development of communi- 
cation skills through its 
Quickfire grids: Quick pictures 
or Quick Phrases. The Ingfield 
Dynamic vocabularies have 
been versioned for Clicker3 as 
Quick Pictures and contain all 
their original features, including 
workbooks, as well as the extra 
features allowed for by Clicker3, 


“tel: (01604) 671691. 


Quick Phrases are based on 
the talkboards developed at 
Dundee University and provide 
a text based approach which 
allows fast retrieval of phrases. 
It would help someone with 
severe Communication 
difficulties to maintain a free 
flowing conversation. 

Widget showed a version of 
Writing 2000 which should be 
available in November. A word 
processor and a symbol 
processor, it contains a pictorial 
spell checker. Pictures and 
symbols can be used in any 
document and can be added to 
the word list to be used in 
another document. 

The program contains many 
features which will make it a 
must for people whose writing 
skills need support. A switch 
based version will be coming 
soon. Tel: (01926) 885303. 

It is good to see that developers 
are now paying attention to the 
learning needs of people with 
communication difficulties 
rather than just throwing new 
technology at their problems. 

Voice-operated communication 
systems are now in the high 
street. I will review what is 
available next month. 


Dr Janet Larcher is a consultant 
in microtechnology aids for 
disabled people. 
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Your stars 


_ SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 

Mm, The opposition of the 

full moon to your sun 
and Venus could create tension 
in your love life around the 
11th. Try to weather the storms 
rather than create them. An 
idea is firing you up at work 
and this could be the cause of 
the problem. Try not to neglect 
your nearest and dearest. 

SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
It’s time to start talking 
through your ideas with 

people in high places. They are 
likely to listen now, even if 
you’ve been rebuffed by them 
before. Let your intuition lead a 
little and be willing to take cal- 
culated risks to get what you 
want. Try to avoid losing your 
temper as it could damage very 
good prospects. 

CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Your creative urge will 
break out in November, 

producing a plan that could 
spell success for you. Try not to 
let your nerves about a project 
stop you from taking the 
plunge. Success will be yours if 
you make the slightest effort to 
push your idea through. Even 
your loved ones will support 
your efforts. 

AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

ww Self-doubt is 

"vw healthy experience and 

you shouldn’t let it take over 

your life, just as you are about 
to enter a phase of opportunity. 


not a 


By DN’s 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


Soon you will be getting into 
contact with future dreams that 
you should be preparing to 
make a reality, rather than leay- 
ing them unfulfilled as fan- 
tasies. Prepare the way by giv- 
ing yourself credit for success 
and believing in yourself. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 

Alright Pisceans, you’ve 

had a run of good luck 
which I hope you have used 
wisely, because you may now 
run into some opposition just 
as a desired project or relation- 
ship is about to take off. Stick 
to your guns and stay with your 
heart-felt ideas. You can still 
pull this off. 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

Little niggles could get 

you down in November. 
Don’t let them — it’s only a 
passing phase. Your old energy 
will be back with you soon. In 
the meantime try to look at the 
bigger picture and don’t get 
bogged down by detail. 
TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 

The full moon in your 

sign opposes the sun and 
Venus on the 11th. It could be 
that your ego is getting in the 
way of developing an impor- 
tant relationship. You’re likely 
to be very busy in November 
but don’t become too self- 
important. Listen to the needs 
of others. 


Candid Dan dids 


DN’s crossword 


Answers on page 33 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 
The cards may seem to 
be stacked against you in 
November, but an unexpected 
ally could come to your rescue. 
You usually manage to talk 
your way out of dodgy situa- 
tions, but I wouldn’t recom- 
mend any attempt at silver- 
tongued persuasion right now. 
Let others do the talking for 
you instead. 
CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
It’s all go in November. 
OO An opportunity comes 
your way at work and you’d be 
wise to strike while the iron’s 
hot. You’re in control of things 


and able to get away with tak- 
ing risks at the moment. Just be 
careful you don’t hurt anyone’s 
feelings, or tread on any toes 
on the way up. 

LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

Things could get a bit 
eC too exciting in November. 
A sudden partnership change is 
likely which could leave you 
with a bruised ego for a while. 
Chin up, though. As long as 
you keep communicating you 
should be able to sort out any 
misunderstandings. 

VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 
Virgos will be busy bees 
in November and, if 


ACROSS 

1. Muslim religious fesival (7) 

6. Corner (5) 

7. Biological movement of 

water (7) 

9. Type of throw in cricket (6) 

10. Avoidance (7) 

11. Spanish diva from opera (6) 

13. Words on a gravestone (7) 

14. Type of straw (6) 

15. Whalebone (6) 

17. Pool (4) 

18. Mathematical chart (5) 

19. Messiah (6) 

DOWN 

1. US President — disabled in 
later life (9) 

. Italian exclamation (5,3) 

. Special bed (anag) 

. Noisy sleeper (6) 

. Hired again (anag) 


oMnNth WwW bY 


. Coinciding in time (10) 
12. Italian criminals (7) 

15. The legal profession (3) 
16. Lick up (3) 


you’ve managed to get a part- 
ner on board, you are heading 
for success. Don’t trust any- 
thing to luck, though; it’s hard 
graft that will get you where 
you want to be. 

LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 

It’s time to have that 
mas long talk you’ve been 
putting off. Try to clear the air 
now while the planets are not 
pressuring you too much. 
Certain restrictions are about 
to lift, but you won’t obtain the 
greater freedom you have been 
seeking without the support of 
others, so make sure you get it 
from them. 


The first 
insight into 
the murky 
life of DN’s 
dynamo 
Dan Batten 


Recent weeks have spawned a 
new character in my life, 
although I have known the 
offending item for years. It 
came strolling across the lawn 
several Saturdays ago, laden 
with bags, a Buddha-like figure 
with bad facial hair. It was 
Graham, my new housemate, 
or housemaid as I label him. 

Comparing him to my last 
housemate, Gary, is not possi- 
ble. He was extremely quiet, 
studious, intelligent, and very 
private. Now this peaceful 
house has turned into a very 
bizarre place, with a mad 
courier loading his barbed 
insult gun at me whenever I’m 
near. Luckily my bullets are of 
equal calibre. 

With recent times not exactly 
qualifying for laugh a minute 


status, the “Coming of Graham” 
has been a bit of a godsend. 
Shopping trips, a nightmare 
previously, are now fun, due to 
not having to face a monosyl- 
labic cab driver’s grouchy fiz- 
zog on the way home. I now 
have Graham’s bulldog face to 
look at and carry bags, Pearl 
Jam blasting forth from canine- 
feature’s car stereo, and no cab 
fare. He dances a nice tango 
among the trifles, and is also a 
mean jousting partner in the 
bread aisle. Batons (no rela- 
tives) at ten paces indeed. 

Late September also guided 
me to Leeds, where the birth- 
day of my dear pal Windsor 
was celebrated, as well as his 
passing his PhD. I’ve always 
thought he should have been 
doctored. Much frivolity was 
had, and he asks how progress 
is going for my Easter birthday 
trip to Tenerife, with another 
three friends. All I can think of 
is medical insurance, as I’m 
pretty sure the jolly gang will 
have some nice surprises for the 
birthday boy. HELP! 


More from Dan next month 


Are You Looking For 
a Quality Wheelchair 


Accessible Vehicle, 
Designed for YOUR Needs? 


Then 
further. 


Constables have a 

range of affordable 
solutions which will give 
you the freedom you’re 
seeking. 


For more details and 
a FREE No Obligation 
demonstration 
at your home 
Contact: 


7D 


Dept. DN/1098/D/M, 
FREEPOST (BR1032), Westham, 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 


Tel: 01323-767574 Fax: 01323-767603 


Carchair adds 
a touch of 
panache ina : 

look NO 2" ¢ 
People Carriers 

including the 
Peugeot 806, 
Mercedes V-Class 
and Chrysler Voyager. 


The Carchair system puts you into 
the front seat position of a range 
of 3 door cars without having to 
transfer from the specially 
designed wheelchair 


Selected 
Vehicles are 
Available 
Through 
Motability 


Constables offer a range of 
wheelchair accessible vehicles, 
representing outstanding value for 
money. 


Disabilitynow November 1998 


Silly RETEST OZONE ELI | FIOM 


28 Share your problems 


I’m no zombie, I’m human 
| have had Parkinson’s Disease 
for ten years and now that | am 
in a wheelchair | have problems 
with people treating me in a 
dreadfully condescending way. 
They speak to the person push- 
ing me. They seem to think 
because your body does not 
work the way it used to that you 
have lost your mind. 

When | am in hospital, | do 
not like my bottom on display — 
even if the ward is single sex. 
But whenever | ask for help, the 
nurses sit me on a chair where 
my bottom sticks through. 

Nurses can also be very cruel 
in the language they use. One 
referred to me as a zombie. | 
cried and cried and wanted to 
die. | thought | would report her 
but decided to talk to her 
instead. | told her | was very 
hurt by what she had called me 
and said she should understand 
that | was a human being with 
feelings. At least she apologised. 

Yvonne, Aberdeen 


You express clearly the prob- 
lems faced by many disabled 
people in the way they are 
treated. I know that people with 
Parkinson’s sometimes have a 


particularly difficult time, and it 
is especially aggravating when 


people assume you are drunk. — 


I do think some doctors and 
nurses have a lot to learn about 
treating people with dignity 
and respect. Of course they 
should watch their language, 
and none of us likes to have 
private parts of our bodies 
carelessly displayed. You were 
very wise to speak to the nurse 
in the way you did. You not 
only helped yourself but also 
did all of us a favour. 

I wonder if you have been in 
touch with the Parkinson’s 
Disease Society for any advice 
or information you would find 
helpful? They have area officers 
throughout the country and 
over 200 branches. There may 
be one near you. 


Now a husband speaks 
When | read the letter from 
Sally (DN, June) in which she 
described how her husband 
blamed her for her disability 
and the difficulties she had as a 
person with multiple sclerosis 
(ms), | identified with her feel- 
ings of desertion. 

My wife and | have not shared 
a bed for over eight years. We 


Bathing with iukangar 
is FUN! 


“Mum and Dad don’t 


get a sore back” 


says Darren 
“a + oe” 
I can sit up by myself 


Portable and 
Superlightweight 


To find out more details about 
The Portable Mangar Bathlift 


Contact: 


Mangar International Ltd. 


Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 


Tel: 01544 267674 Fax: 01544 260287 


Send me Mangar Bathlift details 


| would like a free demonstration 


| 
and info on other Mangar lifting aids C— 


| 


MANGAR LIFTING PRODUCTS MAY BE SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
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= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


= advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


live as strangers. Like Sally, | 
feel bitterness, having thought 
my wife would stand by me. 

In defence of spouses, 
however, it must be much more 
difficult for them to come to 
terms with a disability than a 
sufferer. This does not help us, 
but it might explain some of 
their hurtful reactions. 

It seems to me that each of us 
is our own best friend ina 
crisis. Sally says she has a lot 
of living to do and is divorcing 
her husband. | have buried 
myself in Open University 
studies, and achieved a BSc 
(Hons) degree last year. 

Sidney, Buckinghamshire 


Your sensitive understanding is 
important to share. Many peo- 
ple simply do not understand 
the vagaries of ms. 

I wish you success with your 
studies. But just in case you 
have not been in touch with the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society I 
include its address and helpline 
and counselling service below. 


Feelings without feeling 
You often tell us there are lots 
of different ways of making 
love. Perhaps there are, but 


A UNIQUE SERVICE 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give _ 
disabled people and carers advice and support on 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 


Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor, Methodist — 


what is the good of that when 
you have no feeling below the 
waist, like me? | can’t believe 
any man will want me in this 
condition. After all, if 1 can’t 
feel, it’s not going to be much 
fun for a partner. 
Mary, Hampshire 


We all have very different 
desires. So I am sure you will 
find a lover to fulfil your needs 
while you are fulfilling his. If 
you want, you could contact 
the Outsider’s Club, who may 
have a group in your area. 

Your ms will have caused a 
change in how you make love. 
So get to know your lover and 
make sure he wants to make 
love “with” you — not “to” you. 

Good lovemaking, remember, 
is 50 per cent touch and feel, 
and 50 per cent emotional 
involvement — for you or your 
partner. 

If you are truly making love 
any “numbness” will be 
overshadowed by emotional 
feelings of him being wherever 
he is, and by him touching the 
areas you can feel. If he is 
touching what he thinks is the 
right place, but it’s not because 
it’s numb, he could touch a 


MY 
G & lV 
COACHWORK 
Specialist Conversions 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 


excellent visibility. 


Passenger layout options include: 


e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


Features include: 
e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 


e unleaded petrol or diesel engine 


e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 
David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
Tel: 01626 853050 


local preacher and has gained a postgraduate as 
diploma in homeopathic medicine. Talk toher on : g 
(01787) 882111 on Thursdays Ipm-Spm and Mondays 6pm-10p 


breast, say, or your neck or ear. 

Penetration is not the be-all 
and end-all. Touching, holding, 
caressing and togetherness have 
been greatly underrated. 


| do like to be beside... 
| badly want to exchange my 
accommodation but | am not 
getting far with my council. 
Nobody | write to ever replies. 
| have been ill for a long time 
and | have noticed how much 
better | am when | visit the 


seaside. | don’t need oxygen or | 


all the tablets | take. 


Robert, Wiltshire | 


I can understand how benefi- 
cial it would be for you to live 
by the sea, but sadly such areas 
are immensely popular. 

I suggest you contact an 
organisation called Homes 
(Housing Organisations 
Mobility and Exchange 
Systems). Its database is 
designed to give any interested 
tenants details of prospective 
swaps they could make. 

When you register with 
Homes (there is no charge) you 
receive a list of up to five 
prospective exchange partners. 
You would, need to get permis- 
sion from your local authority 
to exchange, but applications 
are welcomed from public 
tenants with special needs. | 


Just remember that when you | 


set out the details of your 


. . . \ 
present accommodation, it will | 


be important to point out the 
advantages of the area you live 
in. This might include 
employment prospects and a 
wide range of amenities, such 
as shops. I wish you luck. 


Parkinson’s Disease Society, 215 . 
Vauxhall Bridge Road, London | 


SW1V 1E], tel: 0171-931 8080. 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, 25 

Effie Road, London SW6 1EE, 
helpline: 0171-371 8000, coun- 


selling service: (London) 0171- | 


222 3123; (Midlands) 0121-476 
4229; (Scotland) 0131-226 6573. 
The Open University Central 
Enquiry Service, PO Box 200, 
Milton Keynes MK7 6YZ. 


Office for students with disabil- |} 
ities, tel: (01908) 653745/652178, 


minicom: (01908) 655978. 
The Outsider’s Club, PO Box 
4ZB, London W1A 4ZB, tel: 
0171-460 2244. 

Homes, 242 Vauxhall Bridge 


Road, London SW1V 1AU, tel: }} 


0171-963 0200. 


q 


| 


Celebrity comment 29 


Copper lot of this 


Strokes do need publicising, says The Bill star Matthew Crompton 


About eight years ago my mum 
Anne, who was then a nurse, 
had just finished a night shift at 
the local hospital when she 
heard an appeal for volunteers 
on the local radio station. 

They were needed to help the 
local dysphasia group who 
meet once a week in St Helens 
in Merseyside. 

She felt that even the busiest 
of people, like her, could find 
time to help people with this 
condition. So she rang the 
number given, and her involve- 
ment with the Stroke Association, 
which runs these groups, began. 

The atmosphere in the groups 
is incredibly relaxed, so it is 


one aware that there is always 
someone at the end of a phone. 
We were only too happy to 
oblige, and the cast were 
among the 2,300 people who 
went for a blood pressure test 
in the St Helens and Knowsley 


week in September. 

We only hope this can make 
people more aware of a 
condition which affects someone 
in the UK every five minutes. 


The Stroke Association, tel: 


& | Goes 


area during Stroke Awareness 


0171-490 7999. 


: Hyundai have done it again. Or at least that’s 


what the motoring press would have us believe. 


According to Autocar, the new Hyundai Atoz 


represents a “potentially class-busting combination | 
_ of packaging, performance and equipment”. (25.2.98) 


Who are we to disagree? 


_ After all, the Hyundai Atoz does start from just 


- £6,999 and with easy access via 5 doors, power 


as air-conditioning, central locking, electric 
front windows, alloy wheels, metallic paint and 
a full-sized driver’s airbag as standard for only 
£7,999". 


And who else offers the option of a 5-speed semi- 
automatic transmission where you change gears 
without using a clutch pedal, or a 3-speed fully 
automatic transmission, but still with no advance 


payment on the Motability Scheme?' 


Anne tests Matthew’s blood pressure during Stroke Awareness Week 


really beneficial to everyone 
concerned. People who have 
had strokes meet and 
communicate with others like 
them and the results, I think, 
are worth anybody’s effort. To 
see a smile light up the face of 
someone who has had a stroke 
is a reward in itself. 

One-to-one contact with 
people in their homes is also 
encouraged, as is helping them 
regain confidence in reading, 
writing, and shopping. 
Volunteers help them get back 
to socialising, and most import- 
antly to realise they are valued. 
- From being a volunteer, my 
mum applied and became 
family support organiser in the 
St Helens and Knowsley districts. 

Family support, as its name 
implies, is designed to help 
those who have had a stroke 
and their families. Helpers 
make visits to the hospital and 
back at home when the person 
has been discharged. They aim 
to help prepare families for the 
changes they will have to make 
and ensure they can cope. 

They provide information and 
emotional support, especially 
for people who have had 
strokes and live alone. 

There are also information 
and education centres spread 
around the country which offer 
literature, advice and support 
for all people who have had a 
stroke, regardless of when it 
happened. 

But my mum thought 
something more was needed. 

So she asked me if I and other 
members of the cast of The Bill 
would agree to mount an event 
for the Stroke Association to 
raise awareness. She thought 
pictures of The Bill stars would 
catch people’s eye and 
encourage them to find out 
more about the Stroke 
Association and the work it 
does in helping people to 
: recognise the signs and 
symptoms of a stroke, and in 
making those who have had 


_ assisted steering, metallic paint, great headroom 
and superb visibility, there’s nothing else quite like — 
it: : : 


oe For details on the Hyundai ‘Motability’ Scheme 
and the exciting Hyundai range of coupés, 
oF - : _hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call free on 0800 
What’s more, its sibling Atoz+ has luxuries such 981 981, or visit www.hyundai-car.co.uk. 


New car. 
No advance payment. No clutch. 


No worries. 


Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. ? 
Hyundai Atoz (manual) at £6,999 and Atoz+ (manual) at £7,999, on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). 
Optional 5-speed semi-automatic transmission £470, 3-speed automatic transmission £699. tSubject to status. 12,000 miles per annum. Written details on request. 


“This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 SViotabi ht ty 
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30 Checkout 


Bright ideas 


Dan Batten brings you some 
useful products you'll probably 
wish you’d found before 


If jar lids and container tops 
which seem to be welded on 
send you loopy, as they do me, 
check out the new Get to Grips 
range (below). On offer are 
devices to open jars, screw-top 
bottles, childproof lids, and can 
ring-pulls. All are reasonably 
priced at £2.99, and are avail- 
able from Sainsbury’s or direct- 
ly from the manufacturer, 
Progress, tel: (01282) 415511. 
So, don’t blow your top any- 
more, just undo it and get rid 
of it. 


If electricity is your enemy and 
you don’t go for the spiky- 
haired option it offers, maybe 
you need a PowerBreaker. The 
new Waterproof Spur Unit (top 
middle) offers protection against 
shocks due to a Residual 
Current Device (RCD), which 
detects excess power leakage 
and cuts off the power before 
damage to equipment or per- 
son can occur. Why not be a 


bright spark, and call Warren 
Richards at PowerBreaker, tel: 
(01279) 434561 for more cur- 
rent information. 


Is going out in your wheelchair 
akin to hopping over very hot 
coals? Maybe you should try 
Frog Legs (far right). | am 
being serious. This is a new 
suspension system which is fit- 
ted to the castor wheel of a 
wheelchair, and allows the 
wheel to travel up and over 
obstacles, reducing ejector-seat 


potential. The Frog Legs fit 
many brands of wheelchair and 
are available in many colours, 
whilst a Bull Frog version is 
available for electric wheel- 
chairs. For information contact 
Gerald Simonds Healthcare, 
tel: 0800-220 975. What are you 
waiting for, hop to it. 


The RNIB has just launched 
the new Cube talking clock 


(right). “Tell me something 
new,” you say. Well, I will. After 
years of synthetic Taiwanese 
and American accents, you can 
now buy a clock with a British 
voice. The clock has colour- 
contrasted tactile buttons for 
visually impaired people, and 
the RNIB hope it will be as 
popular as their last clock, 
which sold around 7,000 a year. 
You can order one direct from 
RNIB Customer Services, tel: 
0345-023 153. £19.95 until the 
end of the year, £23 from 
1 January. Just say you clocked 
it in DN first. 


Have you found the equipment 
you really want or need, only to 
find it costs a bomb? Maybe 
you can’t find anything at all? 
Why not give DisabEquip a 
call? This new company has 
been founded by engineer 
Shaun McCarthy, who became 
a wheelchair user six years ago. 
He has managed to negotiate 
deals with suppliers and manu- 
facturers of certain items and, 
using his engineering skills, has 
managed to construct a Quad 
Walker (above right); a stable 
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walking frame with a seat; and 
other aids. Come on, give Shaun 
a boost and see if he can help 
you out. Tel: 0117-935 9696. 


Sore skin can be a real pain, so 
why suffer it? NAQI Body 
Screen Anti Friction/Chafe 
Cream is a rather wonderful 
liquid which helps to protect 
against the aforementioned ail- 
ment. Used by bike riders, run- 
ners, and myself in a moment 
of discomfort, it costs £5.30 for 
a 100ml bottle. NAQI (UK), 


74 Pentire Road, Lichfield 
Staffordshire WS14 9SQ0 
tel/fax: (01534) 414920. Give i 
a try, and maybe you’ll bi 
chuffed, not chafed. 


If you have any inventions 
or useful tips you think 
other readers would be inter- 
ested to know about, send 
them with a colour photo- 
graph, transparency or nega- 
tive, to Dan Batten, address 
on p3, or tel: 0171-619 7323. 


BHTA Wheelchair 
Distributors 


We worry about standards so 
you don’t have to. 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, you won’t have us behind you. - 
BHTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1LZ 


BHTA is a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 
distributors section. Our 
nationwide membership 
network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 
| They do it well and they do it 
me, | cthically. 

| They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 
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My favourite walk 31 


Cliffs with seasonal faces 


A hidden corner of 
Wales has been 
opened to everyone 
as Hazel Cook 
describes 


Cardigan 


Fishguard 


St Davids 


BAeldston.. Haverfordwest 
Chins 
Milford * 
a aven 
a 
2, _tenb 
ee py Pembroke 
_ PEMBROKESHIRE wD 
Bere NR ARS Room to view: spectacular scenery at Haroldston Chins, Pembrokeshire 
ee Pembrokeshire Coast National Park over the vastness of the sea.I was __ were cast aside. puts my problems into 
totally mesmerised and knew Haroldston Chins has a face for __ perspective. A visit makes me 
then that I would return again. I every season, each as fascinating really happy. This is the key 
I love Wales, and particularly felt was on top of the world. No did, on a dry sunny winter’s as the last. Its limitless beauty factor which will take me back 
my home county of eagle in his eyrie viewed a afternoon during a gale. What a again and again to this 
Pembrokeshire. It has wildly grander domain. transformation. unsurpassable spot. 
varying scenery, from the multi- From one of the highest points Now the waters boiled and 
hued Preseli Mountains in the of St Bride’s Bay we could see groaned. As far as the eye could Haroldston Chins viewpoint is 
north, to the spectacular Newgale and the islands of see, serried ranks of warrior about two miles north of Broad 
coastline, dotted with quaint Grassholm, Ramsey and Skomer. seahorses rolled in magnificent Hawen (grid reference 
holiday resorts in the south. The horizon seemed limitless. parallel formations. I watched SM862164). It can be reached 
Going for long walks here was __ The feeling of infinite space was seabirds endlessly wheeling, from the coast road running 
always part of my lifestyle. so liberating and breathing pure plunging, circling. Again the from Broad Haven to Nolton 
This ended abruptly, 20 years salt-tanged air was so invigorating. | enchantment held me in its spell. Haven. 
ago, when an accident decreed I As I gazed, gripped, the My spirit, too, soared aloft for a Pembrokeshire Coast National 
would spend the rest of my presence of companions was - brief, beautiful moment, in an All smiles: Visitors make use of Park, Winch Lane, Haverfordwest, 
days in a wheelchair. blotted out as the sun threw effortless flight through the the new accessible footpath to Pembrokeshire SA61 1PY, tel: 
Since then constant kaleidoscopic reflections back heavens. All earthly shackles the viewpoint (01437) 764636. 


limitations have increased my 
awareness for the need of good 
access. They have led to my 


becoming chairman of the : 

miicieescen | An all round essential event! 
So I was delighted when the 

Pembrokeshire Coast National 

Parks Authority asked me to 


Ability Exhibition-will contain a zone 
attend the opening of the Wl 


Make sure you visit 
y specifically of interest to all businesses 


wheelchair walk at Haroldston All Round Ability “Mees that wish to discover how to comply with 
Chins, near Broad Haven. The second All Round Ability Exhibition the requirements of the act. 
nee temnon the Bi. Adceks will be staged, to coincide with the SCOPE 


Make a note of the details 
All Round Ability ’98 is open as follows: 
Friday 6 November 09.30 - 18.00 


National Conference, at the London Arena 
on 6 and 7 November. You can find full 
details of the event on the web site at 


for All award in Wales, and not 
without good reason. 


_ Living on a cliff top over- www.allroundability.co.uk Saturday 7 November 09.30 16.30 .. 
looking the sea, I am spoilt by The exhibition is FREE to all visitors The London Arena has its own station 
the beauty I see every time I who pre-register. It will be of immense on the Oe ie irae sae 

| look out of the window. interest to people with disabilities, their easily reached y bus, here 1S ample 

: families and carers as well as professionals parking. The exhibition is on the ground 

| Anything better has to be l id Car dogesth t ne er: 

. working with disabled people. oor - there are no steps 0 

| remarkable before I am impressed. ‘ , hares 

t Burl A cee In particular, there'll be plenty to see » ees SE : 

ee es UO ee Na for those who run day centres, residential To register 

| delight awaiting me that care establishments, nursing homes and Please register in advance by calling the 

scorching day last summer. special needs schools. There will also be a organisers, Maria Adderley & Associates, 

| The walk itself is 389m long. large display of vehicles. x OR TEAM AH CERRTR AL PARE on 0181 293 5903. Or you can post your 

| The route is totally isolated New zone devoted to ACCESS name and address details to: 

| from the hurly-burly of urban The 1995 Disability Discrimination Act Maria Adderley & Associates, 

| life, and the car park has a requires businesses to make their oe NEN as ee eam 

| smooth surface, with adequate premises accessible to people with : 4d a dial pi pbs ie se 

space for unloading and disabilities. Accordingly the All Round adaderley lal. PIpex. 
assembling all the essentials of R A D AR 
wheelchair travel. In partnership with DISABILITY & REHABILITATION 


| Once through the entrance The G 7 ar d f an ; equal Choices DisabilityNow 


| gate, we “walked” along 129m equal Voices — 
| of solid track before reaching the 
central viewing point. Suddenly I 
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Goodbye to all that 


Former Noddy Car owner Brian Sweeney tells it like it really was 


Reading the news that the 
Government is phasing out the 
invalid vehicle service over the 
next five years, my thoughts 
turned to my very first “car”. I 
never thought of my invalid 
trike as anything but a true 
product of the motor industry, 
and drove it that way. 

In 1959, I took possession of 
my “wee bluey”, as it was 
known locally, with uncontrolled 
excitement and anticipation. I 
remember thinking when I was 
handed the key (only one) that 
I must get a swanky key ring 
and a tin of car polish. 

It didn’t take long to get the 
hang of its motor-cycle hand- 
clutch and accelerator and its 
odd, but extremely responsive, 
steering tiller. It could, indeed, 
turn on a sixpence. 

I soon mastered the art of 
taking bends at incredibly 
dangerous speeds — anything 
over 35mph. One day, screaming 
round a bend, I managed, with 
controlled skill, to lift one rear 
wheel off the ground, creating a 
shower of sparks as the 
undercarriage hit the road on 
the other side. 

Coming round the bend in the 


opposite direction was one of 
our local police cars. I smiled 
wanly at the two ashen faces on 
the swiftly rotating helmeted 
heads which whizzed past me. 
Driving my three-wheeler in 
any kind of crosswind took 
particular skill and expertise. 
The two-stroke engine was in 
the rear, which meant there was 
nothing under the bonnet 
except the front wheel. 
Aerodynamics not being high 
on the designers’ priorities, the 
driver had to be able to react to 
an instant, completely 
unplanned, 90 degree turn. 
Headwinds could even make 
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you airborne. 

Many people might think that 
these one-seated vehicles were 
anti-social. I never did. I 
regularly took my friends to 
football matches and the like. 
You got in for free in your trike 
and I remember often driving 
round the cinder track at 
Hampden football park to the 
hoots and cheers of up to 
100,000 people. I used to think 
this is what it must have been 
like for Ben Hur. 

If it rained during a match, the 
only way you could see was by 
turning on the solitary wind- 
screen wiper. If Scotland lost, 


For full details call 


Young Brian (/eft) and a “wee bluey” which is not unlike his own 


your departure was accompanied 
by expletives, boos and catcalls 
— plus the odd unguided missile. 

The side windows of 753 LPH 
were made of plastic and 
screwed on with wing nuts. In 
any reasonable weather I used 
to remove them and turn the 
trike into a semi-open coupé. 

On, sadly rare, occasions my 
illegal passenger would be a 
member of the opposite sex, 
gulled by my invitation to have 
a spin in “my new car”. 

If she asked: “What kind of car 
is it?”, I would say: “It’s an AC — 
they make fantastic sports cars”. 

It was, you know, and they 
did. I laid a bit of old carpet on 
the floor but conversation was 
impossible owing to the 
deafening noise of the engine. 


FREEPHONE 0500 618008 (x 
or send the completed coupon to 
SCANDIC REHAB LIMITED A& 
FREEPOST, THE COACH HOUSE, er = 
134 PUREWELL, CHRISTCHURCH, H7-.2" _<@” — 

DORSET BH23 1BR e S 


CS SS AROS 


I developed some really good 
posing skills, usually at traffic 
lights, where I would sit revving 
the engine and tossing my Bill 
Haley kiss-curl (I had hair in 
those days), moving my half- 
shut eyes from side to side like 
a Formula One driver on the 
starting grid. Quite often this 
was followed by a complete 
stall, or, later, when I had 
almost ruined the clutch, by a 
languid take-off with much 
whining of the engine and a 
stream of profanities. 

Since then I’ve had fast 
saloons, Porsches, and now my 
series 5 Beamer. But I doubt if 
any of them have demanded the 
same level of driving skills or 
given me the same enjoyment 
and laughter as “my wee bluey”. 
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‘Bhe Carers National 
Association has updated its 
Training Unit brochure, listing 
two new courses: Young carers 
'— research, good practice and 
the law; and Parent carers of 
children and community care. 
Copies from Liz Raymond, 
Training Unit Co-ordinator, 
Carers National Asociation, 
20-25 Glasshouse Yard, EC1A 
AJT, tel: 0171-566 7631. 


The National Library for the 
Blind has a booklet listing 
books added during 1997. 
Available in print, Braille and 
on cassette. For a free copy 
write. tomthe»Library, Far 
Cromwell Road, Bredbury, 
Stockport SK6 2SG, tel: 0161- 
355 2000. 


Prentice Hall Europe, in associ- 
_ation with RADAR, has pub- 
lished The Directory for 
Disabled People (8th edition), 
written by DN’s Ann Darnbrough 
and Derek Kinrade. This hand- 
book covers a whole range of 
topics including aids and 
equipment, holidays, mobility 
and motoring, and legislation. 
Order from bookshops, price 
£17.95, ISBN 0-13-736489-X. 


SoundWrite runs a mail order 
for recorded books. Its cata- 
logue lists around 300 titles, 
including classics, children’s 
books, humour and travel, with 
titles such as Wuthering Heights 
_and Watership Down. Normally 
costing £1.50, DN readers can 
get a free catalogue if they write 
(enclose two 1st class stamps) to 
SoundWrite, 2 Lysons Walk, 
London SW15 5EG (quote DN). 


As part of the plans to cele- 
brate the 50th anniversary of 
Scope, DN contributor Chris 
Davies is preparing a “people’s 
history”. He would like to hear 
from people who have personal 
or professional involvement 
with the charity. He wants to 
interview people with cp, par- 
ents, professionals and volun- 
teers. If you would like to be 
part of the book, write to 
Chris, stating why, along with 
-your connection to Scope. His 
address is 3 St Francis House, 
Bridgeway Street, Camden, 
London NW1 1QT. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Ramadan 

6. Angle 7. Osmosis 

9. Yorker 10. Evasion 

11. Carmen 13. Epitaph 

14. Raffia 15. Baleen 17. Pond 
18. Graph 19. Christ 
DOWN: 1. Roosevelt 

2. Mamma mia 3. Despicable 
4. Snorer 5. Hearing aid 

8. Synchronic 12. Mafiosi 
15. Bar 16. Lap 


Independent Living Alternatives is hosting The Forum 


for Living of Young Disabled People, 3 November, 


LA London. Exploring independent lifestyles, this event 
will be open to all disabled people under 35 living in the London 
area. Speakers, discussion groups and over 100 organisations will 
be present. Contact Sophie Partridge, Freepost LON12214, London 
NW7 LYE, tel: 0181-959 3611 (ext 327), fax: 0181-906 9265. 


or", The Relatives Association conference Partnership in 
& Gi = Long Term Care, 9 November, London. Topics will 
\s Ff include funding of long term care, family involvement, 

-and the care of older people in hospitals. Contact: Eve 
Thomas, Relatives Association, 5 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 
ISN, tel: 0171-916 6055. 


A CLT conference, The Dynamics of Community Care Law 
Today — Adult Services Law, Policy and Practice, 9 November in 
London, 10 November in Leeds and 27 January in Birmingham. 
Key issues include “The agency interface” — health, housing, 
education, children and community care, and mental incapacity’s 
place in social services functions. For conference registration, tel: 
0121-362 7712, fax: 0121-355 5517. 


lea The Special Families Trust’s conference Controversies 
f «Z) in Cerebral Palsy, 13 November, Derriford Hospital, 
A =. Plymouth. It will cover a lawyer’s perspective of cp, 
_metabolic disorders of children with cp, and seating 
problems. For details contact the Trust at Erme House, Station 
Road, Plympton, Plymouth, Devon PI7 3AU, tel: (01752) 346861. 


cy The RNIB’s conference Connect and Learn, 
BNW Edgbaston, Birmingham, 17 November. This will 
FN hiiness look at the opportunities and problems of developing 


information and communications technology for 
visually impaired people, such as opportunities of the National 
Grid for Learning for information sharing and on-line curriculum 
resources. Contact Jan Ford, RNIB Education Centre, West 
Whittington Road, Worcester WRS 2JX, tel: (01905) 357635. 


The National Organisation for Adult Learning (NIACE) and 
CHANGE are holding Training for Change, 18 November, 
London. The organisation will launch a new pack and course, 
teaching people with learning difficulties how to run training 
sessions and make presentations. Details from Philippa Cattell, 
NIACE, 21 De Montfort Street, Leicester LE1 7GE, tel: 0116-204 
4245 (details also available on cassette). 


OUR COMMITMENT 


To work with you to achieve 
solutions that meet your 
moving & handling needs 


reasons why 

we believe we 
can fulfil your 
requirements: 


1. We listen 
to you. 


2. We ask 
questions. 


3. We 
understand 
your aims. 


FOR PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS CALL 0151 236 5311 


For the Porta™ Hoist Range, for competitive pricing, for 
advice, for the Leo® Bathlifter Range, for training, for You. 


Huntleigh 


KINETICS 


Regent Street, Liverpool L3 7BN TEL: 0151 2365311 FAX: 0151 236 4698 


Here’s DN’s next group of useful website 
addresses. If you-want one listed, send it to 


Damien Vessey, address on page 3. 


CHARITIES: i 
| Asylum Online (Mental Health): I 


| http://members.aol.com/asylumpub 

| Muscle Power: 

| http://www. disabilitynet.co.uk/groups/musclepower 

| Royal Association for Disability and Rehabilitation 
| (RADAR): 

I http://www.radar.org.uk 


INFORMATION: 
j AbilityNet: 
| http://www.abilitynet.co.uk 
| All Round Ability: 
| http://www.allroundability.co.uk 
| BBC Web Guide: 
I http://www.bbc.co.uk/webguide 
I Disability Advice and Welfare Network: 
E hetp://www.disability-network.org.uk 
I National Library for the Blind: 
I http://www.nlbuk.org 
Newtonmore Information Site: 
http://www.newtonmore.com 
Royal British Legion Industries: 
5 http://www.rbli.co.uk 


| SPORT: 
I Mariner: 
I http://www.mariner.co.uk 


i rege pee a ep 


The Elfrida Society is holding a series of lectures: Supporting 
Parents with Learning Difficulties — Lessons from Research, 25 
November; Advocating for Health with and for People with 
Learning Difficulties, 10 February; Direct Payments for People 
with Learning Difficulties, 21 April; and People with Learing 
Difficulties and the Criminal Justice System, 9 July. All lectures in 
London. Contact the Elfrida Society, 34 Islington Park Street, 
London N1 1PX, tel: 0171-359 7443. 


The Centre for Studies on Inclusive Education will hold An 
Inclusive Approach to Difficult Behaviour, a one day conference, 
25 November, London. It will look at ways to reduce disciplinary 
exlusions and placements in separate special schools for children 
with emotional and behaviour difficulties. Details and costs from 
CSIE, 1 Redland Close, Elm Lane, Redland, Bristol BS6 6UE, tel: 
0117-923 8450, fax: 0117-923 8460. 


BACKPAIN @ ARTHRITIS © HIATUS HERNIA 


The Concern for Comfort Adjustable Bed has proved to be a boon to 
sufferers of a wide variety of medical conditions. If you are troubled by: 


‘worry-free’ 


LIFETIME GUARANTEE 


on motors 


= arthritis/ 
rheumatism 


high & low 

back pain 

R hiatus hernia 
elax 

tired Petes swollen legs/ 
muscles : oedema 


poor 
circulation 
tight 
shoulders 
respiratory 
problems 
stress & 
tension 


Sit up at the touch of a button 


Relieve pressure : 
on aching joints 


Improve circulation 


’ 
Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 


7 7 
Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


oy CONCERN FOR COMFORT 


FREEPHONE 0800 371663 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


Name(Title) 


Phone _ 


Address _ 


—- - = aes Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT « FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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; CHARITIES: 
j Dream-A-Way (Holidays): 
| http://www.eclipse.co.uk/~su1458 
| Guide Dogs for the Blind Association: 
I http://graphics.gdba.org.uk 
1 Home Farm Trust: 
I http://www.hft.org.uk 
| INFORMATION: 
UK Health Centre: 
I http://www.healthcentre.org.uk 
| SPORT: 
I No Limits Sports Club for Disabled Children: 
I hetp://www.agurney.demon.co.uk/nolimits/index.htm 
| Great Britain Wheelchair Rugby Association: 
I http://ds.dial.pipex.com/gbwra 


Artyfact 


A ceramic (left) 
from the exhibi- 
tion Petrified 
Landscape, by 
Billy Potter, 
which re-opens 
the refurbished 
gallery, and runs 
through until 24 
December. 


PS roreccrrcarrnsnce 24 
SIS TI Sass 


Llantarnam Grange Arts 
Centre has re-opened after 
modernization. 

The first exhibition, Petrified 
Landscape by potter Billy 
Adams, is a textured mix of 
traditional production tech- 
niques and' unique forms. His 
work is stimulated by his sur- 
rounding landscape. 


The main entrance to the Arts 
Centre is ramped, and the 
ground floor is accessible, 
including both main galleries, 
craftshop, café and toilet. 


education programme are avail- 
able in large print. 
Llantarnam Grange Arts 
Centre, St Davids Road, 
Cwmbran, Gwent NP44 1PD, 


Details of the exhibition and __ tel: (01633) 483321. 


1. JACKIE BROWN (Buena 


= 


The Scope national conference/exhibition, 5-7 November, 
London, will include participation workshops, on the 7th, by 
Graeae Theatre Company, the Orpheus Trust and the Drake 
Music Project. Tickets can be booked Friday afternoon/Saturday 
morning at the conference. There will also be benefits advice 
from Scope’s Mike Hurdiss, and counselling from DN’s Lin 
Berwick. Conference details, tel: 0171-619 7373. 


One Hundred Hours host Opportunity ’98, Birmingham, 10 
November. A one-day conference for parents of children with 
complex needs, looking at issues and discussing solutions. 
Contact: Sheila West, Opportunity ’98, Meadow Cottage, 
Holebank Head, Luddendenfoot, Halifax HX2 6LF, tel/fax: 
(01422) 881153. 
Orchard Hill College of Further Education holds Widening 
Horizons, Surrey, 24-26 November. Ideas and approaches in 
learning and leisure opportunities for adults with profound and 
multiple learning disabilities. Contact Andrew Lindup, Orchard 
Hill College of Further Education, 6 Elm Avenue, Orchard Hill, 
Fountain Drive, Carshalton, Surry SMS 4NR, tel: 0181-770 8125. 


Vista): Pam Grier grabs 

the dough in a typically stylish 
Tarantino blockbuster. 

2. SPHERE (Warner): a 
Seen-it-before aquatic 

alien adventure. 

3. AS GOOD AS IT GETS a 
(Columbia Tristar): | 
Jack Nicholson as an 
anti-social novelist finds love. 
4. KISS THE GIRLS (CIC): a 
Morgan Freeman in | 
murder mystery chiller. 
5. MOUSEHUNT (CIC): 
Lee Evans run ragged by 
malevolent mouse. 


Chart supplied by MIRB. 
’ Video includes 
pre-recorded 
word-for-word captions. 


Look out for 


The Disability Youth Theatre, at the Half Moon Young People’s 
Theatre (above), are looking for new members. 

Are you aged 15-25, with a physical disability? There will be an 
introduction and theatre outing in December, with workshops and 
rehersals in January 1999. 

The project will include drama and improvisation techniques, 
performance skills, and costume and props management. 

Apply to Half Moon Young People’s Theatre Company, 43 White 
Horse Road, London E1 OND, tel: 0171-265 8138. 


A FIRST FOR BRITAIN! 


50 stones down to 5 stones carrying capacity. 


THE ALDERSLEY EXCEL 


Fully tested [Rar ; 
at Blackpool |" 

Wheelchair 

Evaluation 

Centre. 


ALDERSLEY 
POWERCHAIRS 


aren’t just for cheeky 
youngsters! They are 
also made for slightly 
more sophisticated 
adults too —up to 

50 stones carrying . 
capacity if required! ww 

ALL CHAIRS HAVE SUSPENSION FOR COMFORT AND CAN 
BE CUSTOMISED TO SUIT THE INDIVIDUAL CLIENT. 


Only available direct from: 
ALDERSLEY BATTERY 
CHAIRS LIMITED For further details and/or free assessment 
- | 24-26 Old Meeting Road, Tel: 0121 520 6942 
Coseley, West Midlands WV14 8HB Fax: 0121 522 4833 


1Please send details of Excel Range 
t 


Disabilitynow November 1998 


The leading UK manufacturer of 
access ramps takes the first step 
towards all your mobility needs 


, 2. a : NX 


A range of 4 and 8mph scooters 
now available. Limited offer of 
FREE loading ramps with every 
scooter purchase. 
For more information or a full colour 
brochure pack 
Telephone (01842) 750186 Scotland (01324) 880806 


Portaramp 


Ultra-light Ultra-strong 


Heart ’n Soul Music Theatre 
presents the Beautiful Octopus 
Club, Deptford in London, 18 
and 19 November, 7-12pm. 
This event is the only night club 
in Europe run by and for peo- | 
ple with learning difficulties. 
There will be resident DJs, an 
“open-mic slot”, live internet 
link, performance spaces and a 
chill-out chamber. £3 for con- 
cessions, others £4, one free 
ticket per group of five 
tickets bought. Box Office, tel: 

0181-692 4446. 


_ Art producers Artangel and | 
“The Times newspaper have 


joined to create the first nation- 
al arts commission. Open to all | 
practising artists (groups or 
individuals) working in any 
media. Work must be in] 
response to a_ particular | 
place/building/environment not | 
used for the artist, and must be | 
realised within the UK. Judges’ 
include Brian Eno and Rachel 
Whiteread. Artangel, PO Box 
18103, London EC1M 4JQ, tel: 
0171-490 0226, or visit the web- 
site at www.ecna.org/artangel 


v 


PROOFREADING OF THESES and other 
work, tuition in written English for over- 
seas students, wordprocessing. Charles 
Coventry, 2319 Viewcraig Street, 
Edinburgh EH8 9UJ, tel: 0131-558 8785. 


DYSLEXIC GRADUATE PRODUCT designer 
requires employment or work in the 
areas of designing for disability, play or 
education. For more information please 
contact Gavin Buick, tel: (01289) 306932. 


Personal 


WOULD YOU? EDGWARE Oklahoma! 
Lewes by wheelchair. I would like to 
continue the conversation. Box No. 299 


HAPPY, FEMALE WHEELCHAIR user seeks 
caring, kind man, disabled or not, for a 
fun, happy life. I like travelling. Looking 
for friendship, maybe more. Box No. 300 


INTELLIGENT MAN, 30s, slightly disabled. | 
Enthusiastic, passionate, reliable, loving | 
and sincere, seeks lady, 25+ who’s sin- 
cere and happy, for lasting 
friendship/relationship. My home is not 
wheelchair accessible. Box No. 301 


Classified 35 


ATTENTION ADVERTISERS 


DN’s advertising manager Richard Gresham is now working at DN’s office 
Please direct any queries or bookings to him at: 


6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


Direct telephone: 0171-619 7336, Fax: 0171-619 7331, 


E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


If Richard is engaged, please try either: 


0171-619 7323 (DN office) 


0171-619 7329 (Damien Vessey) 


INDEPENDENT MALE, YOUNG S56, with 
mild cp. Caring, considerate, understand- 
ing, home owner. I enjoy visiting interest- 
ing places, antique fayres and sweep- 
meets. Still seeking that special lady, for 
friendship, companionship and may be 
a relationship, even marriage. If, like 
me, you are a n/s, and you like your 
quiet home life, with the odd day out, 
then I would love to hear from you. 
Box No. 302 


36 YEAR OLD man, with spina bifida, 
wheelchair user, seeks caring lady to pro- 
vide me with tlc, part-time. Payment 
available. West Yorks area. Box No. 303 


ARE YOU APPROACHING 70, bored and 
lonely? Intelligent lady seeks companion 
for theatre, concerts, entertainent, holi- 
days etc. I have many interests and a 
gsoh. N/s. Box No. 304 


INTELLIGENT AND ARTICULATE 27 year old 
male graduate with full-time job, seeks to 
widen circle of friends, both male and 
female. I have cp but am mobile, and 
walk independently. My main interests 
are reading, films and computing, I am a 
good conversationalist and love to argue 
and debate a variety of issues. Anyone 
interested? Box No. 305 


Household equipment 


SUNRISE MINIVATOR 930 stairlift. Right- 
hand with corner platform, £600. Tel: 
(01494) 520282 (Hayes, Middx). 


BALMORAL BATHLIFT, BATTERY operated 
with spare battery and charger, £150. 
Tel: (01494) 520282 (Hayes, Middx). 


NIAGARA ROLLASAGE CHAIR. Seat, stool 
and back controls, green draylon. Good 
condition, £450. Tel: (01795) 664515. 


THROUGH-FLOOR LIFT, wheelchair and 
passenger, 3 years old. Vgc, lift engineer 
available. £3,500. Tel: 0113-250 6601. 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send 
a cheque or postal order 
for £5 payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This is 
to help cover our costs. 
Address on page 3. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 


opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 3. 


SEND US YOUR SMALLS... 
..and make a big impression. 
Small ads in DN reach over 
65,000 people for just £5 a line. 
All small ads must be paid for 
in advance. If you want to 
advertise, please use the form 
on the right. Send it with a 
cheque for the total to 
Disability Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW. 


SHOPRIDER SPRINTER DELUX scooter. 
Metallic maroon. Purchased new 
December ’97, used once, unblemished. 
Top of range — a smart and attractive 
vehicle. £2,050 including free portable 
wheelchair. Contact Mrs Bethell. Tel: 
0118-984 1212 (Reading). 


PRIDE JAZZY STD powerchair. 6 months 
old, indoor/outdoor, with charger and 
loading ramps. £2,000. Contact David 
Walker, tel: (01347) 810520 (York), or 
0966-526 016 (mobile). 


TGA ELECTRIC LEISURE clip-on wheel- 
chair motor, including charger. Fits most 
manual chairs. Used once, £400 ono. Tel: 
(01252) 334861 (Surrey/Hants border). 


SUNRISE COMFORTEC WHEELCHAIR. Two 
years old, in green plush. Good working 
order with spare seat cushion. 35cm seat 
width, suitable for child/small adult. 
£350. Tel: (01536) 711854. 


INVACARE RANGER ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Good condition, £500. Tel: 0121-707 
2579 (Birmingham area). 


SELF-PROPELLED WHEELCHAIR, unused. 
Cost £522, will accept £200. Tel: 0181- 
505 5664 (Woodford Green). 


PANTHER POWERCHAIR WITH dual con- 
trol. Like new condition. Cost over 
£5,000, will take offers of around £2,500. 
Tel: (01223) 246425. 


SUNRISE POWERTEC F40 wheelchair. 
Kerb climber, 18in seat, plus special 
cushion. New gel batteries and charger. 
Excellent condition, £1,200 ono. Tel: 
(01636) 626048. 


SUNGIFT 200 SCOOTER. Little use, £1,400. 
Tel: (01655) 750346 (Aryshire). 


POWERTEC F15 OUTDOOR electric wheel- 
chair, 18 months old, used twice. £1,500 
ono. Tel: (01684) 577209. 


SHOPRIDER SPRINTER DELUX scooter. 
Metallic maroon. Purchased new 
December ’97, used once, unblemished. 
Top of range — a smart and attractive 
vehicle. £2,050 including free portable 
wheelchair. Contact Mrs Bethell. Tel: 
0118-984 1212 (Reading). 


VW TRANSPORTER VAN. 1.8, R reg, diesel. 
Windowed, fully lined, with Ricon side 
door lift, wheelchair floor, securing 
straps. £11,000. Tel: (01270) 623924. 


VW SHARAN 2.0. P reg, 1997, petrol, 12k 
miles, dragon green. Interbility 200 
hydraulic lift to rear. Height clearance 
4lin, headroom 45in. £16,950 ono. Tel: 
(01246) 274869 (Derbys). 

FIAT FIORINO J REG. Very good condi- 
tion. Ramps, floor clamps, windows. 
£2,995 ono. Tel: (01524) 840165. 


GOWRINGS ESCORT CHAIRMAN. Enables 
wheelchair user to travel in comfort. 
Seats 4 others. Excellent condition, 74k 
miles, blue, C'reg, MOT 1 year, fsh. 
£2,250 ono. Tel; (01244) 319642 
(Chester). 


VOLVO 440 LI AUTO. Five door saloon 
with new Milford electric passenger 
hoist. 12k miles only, J reg, fsh, vgc, 1 
owner. £4,950. Fel: (01483) 725544 or 
(01483) 232532 (evenings only). 


ELSWICK ENVOY 1000cc. Auto, B reg, 14k 
miles, 12 months MOT. Wheelchair 
drive by rear entry, complete electric 
door/ramp, high and low suspension, 
power steering, lefthand gears, seats two 
passengers. £1,300 ono. Tel: (01203) 
677987. 


VW CARAVELLE L REG. Diesel, 65k miles, 
luxury. Seats 6 plus adapted for wheel- 
chair. Underfloor lift, pas, one owner, 
fsh. £12,750. Tel: (01268) 416931 or 
0836-639 603. 


VW MICROBUS 1600. H reg, turbo, diesel, 
98k miles. Seats 6 including wheelchair. 
Two sunroofs, tracks, ramps, clamps, 2 
sliding doors, MOT until August 1999. 
£4,500 ono. Tel: (01760) 723180 (Norfolk). 


NISSAN SERENA 1.6 LX. Metallic grey, 
L reg, 22,250 miles. Brotherwood conver- 
sion plus improved suspension and tyres. 
Rear heater, seats four plus wheelchair. 
Full MOT and fsh. £10,950 ono. Tel: 
(01332) 663521 (Derby). 


NISSAN VERSA VANETTE. Diesel, J reg, 
full MOT, 46k miles. Electric lift, wheel- 
chair restraints, safety harness. £6,400. 
Tel: 0121-246 9941 (Birmingham). 


LAND ROVER AUTOMATIC. 1972, 3 litre, 
roll-bar. Short wheelbase, for one- 
handed driver. £2,500 ono. Tel: (01442) 
384328. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat. Ideal for most 
cars. Original seat refitted easily. Floor 
sliding type. £190. Maclaren Major 
buggy, £50. Tel: (01825) 724335. 


_ Tricycles/Bikes 


TANDEM TRICYCLE, 15 GEAR, front foot 
pedalled, rear handcrank, suit wheelchair 
user. £1,800 ono. Tel: (01760) 723180 
(Norfolk). 


COLT BIKE SUPPORTS and guide stick. As 
new, £300. Tel: 0161-456 8093. 


PASHLEY TRICYCLE, 3-SPEED gears, waist 
strap, little use. £600 new, will accept 
£250. Tel: (01932) 349684 (Surrey). 


RIFTON TRICYCLE SUITE. For child aged 


10-14, many extras, £95. Tel: (01243) 
551920. 


1998 East of England 
“Tourism for All” winner. 


Enjoy a winter or summer break in St. Peter's View. 
Every comfort. Colour brochure. 


Phone/Fax: (01728) 685358. 


ORANGE BLOSSOM COAST SPAIN 
Now booking for ’99. Two sunny 4th floor 
‘penthouse’ apartments in private : 
beachfront complex. Pool, unspoilt resort. 
Two bedrooms each. Fully equipped, 
roll-in showers. Huge terrace with sea views. ff 
For brochure, tel: (01452) 740820. i 


ALGARVE - Carvoeiro 


Luxury villa. Special facilities for 
disabled. Gardens, pool (+ hoist). 


Tel: (01452) 371328. 


JUBILEE LODGE — Essex 
Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 


Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer paper Social Services 


registered. From £235 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132 


Sand and Sea —- SOUTHPORT 
“Sandpipers” overlooks Southport's Marine 
lake/beaches. Trips to the Lake District, Blackpool, 
Alton Towers. Accessible holiday centre. 12 single 
rooms. 12 twin rooms. Help buttons. Indoor 
swimming pool. CTV. Bar. From £250 pw — food, 
full care/volunteer help included. Registered with 
Social Services. Most physical disabilities catered 
for. Brochure? Call: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 

facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 
breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location; 

central for beaches and tourist attractions. 

Indoor heated swimming pool available for 1998. 
More details and prices, contact: 

Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


Self Catering villas and cottages, 
o hotels, B&B, car hire with 
hand controls, adapted vans, 
pi gee *% etc. Scuba Diving courses 
“yz; and other sporting and 
= leisure facilities. 
David Player, Wheeling Around 
The Algarve, Apartado 3421, 
8135 Almancil, Algarve, Portugal 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 


E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http://www.player.pt 


LONG WINTER RENTALS, ALGARVE, PORTUGAL. 


Fancy escaping the British winter and having Xmas 
lunch on the pool terrace? Have you seen the 
beautiful Almond Blossom in early to mid-January, 
that signals the start of our Spring? How about the 
exciting Carnival in February? Clear blue skies with 
daytime temperatures of around 16-22°c, and 
wonderful log fires at night. 


Could you ask for more? 


Contact David Player — see the advert for the 
Algarve, Portugal (ad above). 


WYE Specialising in Holidays 
VALLEY for Disabled People 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acre gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 
MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 
Christmas entertainment programme. Rates from 
£235/week. 
vey (01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 

The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NPS 4TP 


Fg 
The Priory 
ail 


THE STACKPOLE CENTRE 


UNIQUE HOLIDAY COMPLEX ON THE SOUTH 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST FOR FAMILIES, 
GROUPS & INDIVIDUALS: SELF-CATERING, 
COTTAGES, GROUP HOUSES & HOTEL (Wales 


Tourist Board 3 Crowns Highly Commended) POOL, 
JACUZZI, THEATRE, RESTAURANT, ART, 
POTTERY & MUSIC ROOMS, OUTDOOR 

ACTIVITIES, WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 1 


For info & Holiday Pack, Tel: 01646 661425 
Fax: 01646 661456 


Continued on page 36 
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| Classified lineage advertisements (For Sale adverts only — not for Personal adverts) 


I Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. 
I Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


(Part of the first line will be in bold capitals) 


EE Gs PO ne Pe es ee 


she es 


: Ads cost £5 per line. Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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BODYTALK VALERIE IVES 
: . @ BSe (Hons) BA 

(4 Ee BIN Occupational therapist, 

@ — Counsellor. 


Do you have a physical disability or mental 
health problem? 


Need someone to talk to? 

Mobile counselling service and advice on 
disability equipment available. 

Contact Val on (01827) 58257 for more 
information. 

Alternatively, a postal service is available. 
Write to me at The Column of Light 
Healing Centre, The Yews, 7 Victoria Road, 
Tamworth, Staffordshire B79 7HS. 


“ABLE TO WORK” 


Access to employment by people 
with developmental disabilities, 
11th November 1998. 


Conference aim: to share and promote 
innovations in good employment practice 
for and by people with disabilities. 


To be held at: St George's Hospital 
Medical School, Tooting, London. 


Registration forms and information 
contact: Anita Conroy, tel: 0181-725 5535 
or fax: 0181-672 1070. 


CONTROVERSIES IN CEREBRAL PALSY 


Postgraduate Medical Centre, Derriford Hospital, Plymouth 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13TH 1998 


This annual multidisciplinary conference 
organised by the Special Families Trust aims to 
promote a wider understanding of cerebral 
palsy. Leading experts will be speaking on a 
range of topical and controversial subjects. 


For further details write or ring Special Families 
Trust, Erme House, Station Road, Plympton, 
Plymouth, Devon PL7 3AU. Tel: (01752) 346861. 


The Special Families Trust (Reg. Charity No. 
1001147) supports disabled children and their 
families in Devon & Cornwall. 


£3,000 Worth Of Training FREE! 


Are you a disabled person ora Circies Network 
parent of a school aged child 
with special educational needs? 


Do you want systems to change? 
If so, this programme could be for you. 


Partners in Policy Making is a leadership 
programme designed to achieve policy, systems 
and personal change. Our second programme will 
run from October 1998 to June 1999. 
There is absolutely no charge for participants. 


It’s not too late to apply 


We are holding information sessions locally. For 
more details of this innovative programme and 
about Circles Network please contact: 


Sheena Jones (a.s.a.p), Circles Network, 
160 Pennywell Road, Upper Easton 
Bristol BS5 OTX, tel: 0117-9396660. 


Richmond and Hillingdon. 
Your core tasks are to: 


people. 


West London Disability Partnership 


seeks a 
Development Officer 


(1 year contract with potential for extension) 
PO1 — £21,627 inclusive 
A challenging opportunity to help shape and implement the plans of the West 


London Disability Partnership — a new multi-agency non-profit making network of 
over 20 member organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. 


The partnership aim is to eliminate barriers to employment, education and training 
experienced by disabled people in the West London boroughs of Ealing, Hounslow, 


14. Conduct, commission and co-ordinate research on the needs of disabled people, 
and analyse the results in order to inform the Partnership's decision making. 


2. Develop, co-ordinate and implement joint projects which will deliver real 
education, training and employment opportunities. 


3. Campaign locally, lobby for funding and compile bids for Government, National 
Lottery and other funding sources, on behalf of the Partnership. 


The successful applicant will be a self-starter with the ability to bring new ideas to 
fruition and have considerable experience of the needs and aspirations of disabled 


For an application form please contact Michael Spooner on 0181-862 5039, 
answerphone available for non-office hours. 


The application form is also available in Braille, large print formats and on tape. 
Closing date for applications is Monday 30" November 1998. 


JAZZ TOURING 1999/2000 


Applications are invited from large-scale jazz groups who 
wish to undertake a tour of England. Large-bands are 
considered to be those with seven to twelve members or 


more. 


Grants awarded are typically in the region of £4000 to 
£8000, the exact amount depending on the size of the 
group and the tour itinerary. 


The projects should fall between April 1999 and March 


2000. 


For an application form, please send a stamped, self-addressed 
A4 envelope marked ‘JAZZ’ to: Rajan Hooper, Music 
Department, Arts Council of England, 14 Great Peter Street, 


London SWI1P 3NQ. 


Closing date: Thursday 21 January 1999. 
LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED. 


The Arts Council has an equal opportunities policy and warmly 
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welcomes applications from all sections of the community. say 


THE ARTS COUNCIL OF ENGLAND 


Holiday advertisers 
Holiday feature January 1999. 
To make sure you are included, tel: 0171-619 7336. 
Booking deadline: 1 December 
Copy deadline: 4 December 


BREAK 


Family Holiday Programme 


Designed for families who 
have a special need and would 
benefit from a break. 


wi Contact: 
uy 


Judith Davison 
04 01263 823170 
Reg. Charity No. 286650 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
NEAR NORWICH, NORFOLK 


Christmas 4-day programme of fun 
and entertainment from £195. 


Beautiful Elizabethan Manor House in 11 
acres of natural grounds. Wheelchair 
accessible throughout, some rooms 
with electric hoist etc. Friendly and 
relaxing atmosphere. Minibus available. 
Special low season 4 day break £99. 


CALL NOW - (01508) 489324. 


Country House Holidays — SURREY 
Crabhill House. Fully accessible country house — with purpose-built extension. 
26 single en-suite rooms. 5 twin rooms. Licensed bar. CTV. Conservatory. 
Lovely gardens. Electric hoists. Help buttons. Nurses/volunteer support. Day 
trips to Brighton, London, Theatreland etc. From £235 pw — food/care included. 
For information/booking form tel: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 
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SM MACHINE S.L. 


Wheelchair Hire * Manual & 
Electric Chairs 
Electronic Scooters * Walking Aids 
Bathroom & Toilet Aids 
Airport Service & Island Tours 


Edificio Arco Iris, Cristian Sur, 
No 9 Av. Penetracion, 
38650 Los Cristianos, 

Arona, Tenerife 


TEL/FAX: (00 34 922) 79 73 55 
E-mail us at orange@interbook.net 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including tea room/shop. 
Take-away meals and equipment hire 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


Roselands Holiday Chalets 


Ideal for all South Devon attractions — a small 


family run concern offering self-catering detached 


chalet accommodation with wheelchair access 


and safe parking between Newton Abbot and 


Totnes. Pets are very welcome and have the 


freedom of our large garden. 


Tel: (01803) 812701. 


THE YORKSHIRE FREEDOM COACH 


49-seater, fully belted coach with 
hydraulic side lift, for private hire. 
Excursions — Holidays — Trips etc. 
Keen prices, helpful driver. 
FOR AN INSTANT QUOTE 
PHONE DERICK ON 


(07970) 368537 


GAER COTTAGES 


“1993 HOLIDAY CARE AWARD WINNERS” 
Quality self-catering cottages for ALL the family with an 
emphasis on facilities for disabled visitors. 6 of the 9 traditional 
Welsh stone cottages are single storey, easily accessible from 
the car park. WTB Top Grading 5 Dragons. Luxurious indoor 
heated swimming pool with hoist. Games room. Open ALL 
YEAR. Groups welcome. For colour brochure telephone: 


RICHARD & LINDA BURGESS 
01570 470275 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 454300. 


USER INVOLVEMENT IN VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 


RESEARCH ASSISTANT 


0.3 appointment (average of 1.5 days per week) for 24 months 
Fixed-term contract - externally funded 
Salary £4,400 p.a. inc (equivalent to £14,666 pro rata) 


The Centre for Institutional Studies is being supported by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation to carry out an action research project which will 
work with voluntary organisations to implement and evaluate user 
involvement at all levels of decision making. 


Essential requirements include: 

° first hand experience as a user of community care services 
e skills in organisation and administration 

¢ experience of voluntary or public sector organisations. 


Closing date for requesting information: 16 November 1998 
Closing date for applications: 26 November 1998 
Interviews will be held on: 11 December 1998 


For more information and an application form please contact: 
Personnel Services, University of East London, Romford Road, 
London E15 4LZ. Telephone: 0181 590 7722 ext 4321 
(answerphone) or e-mail recruitment@uel.ac.uk Please quote 
reference number 27R98. 

This information is available in large print and other formats. If you 
require any of these, please contact Angela Naidoo on 0181 590 7000 
ext 4304 or mention this specifically in your e-mail. 


UNIVERSITY of @ 
EAST LONDON 


The University is an equal opportunities employer 


‘; BARNSLEY 


¥ Metropolitan Borough Council 
QUANTITY SURVEYING 


SELECT: TENDER-EISF 


2 year installation, servicing and maintenance of stair 
lifts and ceiling track hoists in Council owned properties 
(various areas) 


£300,000 
ist April 1999 
2 years 


Project: 


Estimate: 
Contract Start: 
Contract Completion: 


Please send relevant details including two technical references to: 
K.S. Hilton FRICS, Head of Quantity Surveying, Barnsley M.B.C., 
County Way, Barnsley, South Yorkshire. $70 2DT 
To be received by: 6th November 1998. 


Personal 


The Samaritans 
0345 90 90 90 


RS Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


A specialist introduction agency for 
people with disabilities. It also 
welcomes caring and understanding 
able-bodied people. 


Phone\f: 
hai 22 22s, 


New Era, New Logo, 50 Weddings On. 
To find out more about Handidate 
write, phone, fax or e-mail: 
FREEPOST, Handidate, The Wellington 
Centre, 52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2BR. 


E-mail: Conrad_Packwood@compuserve.com 
A member of ABIA 


Disability Now is not 
responsible for claims made 
in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims 
with the advertisers before 
relying on them. 
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ADD (Action on Disability and Development) has a 
vision of a world where all disabled people are able 
to participate as fully as they choose at every level 
of society. To achieve this we work in partnership 
| with groups of disabled people in Africa and Asia 
in some of the poorest communities in the world, qe 
supporting them in their work for basic human rights. Action on Disability 


The UK office of 15 staff, in Frome, Somerset, plays thd orai 


a support role to the work overseas. To help us to disabled people for 
do this in the most effective way, we need: positive change. 


1. Deputy Finance Manager (Maternity Leave Cover) 
One Year Contract — Full-time from January 1998. 
(Job share possible of which half post could become permanent). 
Salary £15,000 — £20,000 pa dependent upon experience. 


Are you a qualified or part-qualified accountant and/or well qualified by 
experience and looking for a highly satisfying, demanding, but possibly 
short-term career move? 


Your immediate priorities will be to take handover from the present post 
holder before her maternity leave in early 1999, to take on management of 
the Finance Assistant (new post — see advert below), to help prepare our 
accounts for audit (in January) and upgrade our Accounts Package (Sage 
Sovereign) in March. 


You will report to and work closely with the Finance Manager to provide the 
full range of accountancy and financial services for ADD with a strong 
focus on the support of our overseas programmes and partners. You need 
to be highly computer literate with detailed knowledge of Sage Sovereign 
Accounts Package (or similar) and Microsoft Excel. 


2. Finance Assistant 
Full-time or part-time (minimum of 25 hours). 
(Job share considered). 
Salary £9,000 — £14,000 pro rata 35 hours. 


‘Book keeper/accountant required to carry out all our day-to-day accounting 

tasks (computer inputting, banking, payments, bank reconciliations, 
production of reports against budget). You must be experienced in 
computer accounting and spreadsheets (preferably Excel). Candidates in 
the early stages of their career in accounting, with limited experience, 
but who demonstrate aptitude, computer literacy and accuracy, will also 
be considered. 


Closing date for both posts: 13 November 
Interviews: week beginning 30 November 


ADD is fully committed to equal opportunities and we have an affirmative 
action policy in relation to disabled candidates. Application pack and 
further information is available in Braille, on tape and in large print on 
request. Sign Language available for interview. 


Both posts are based in our accessible Frome office. For an application 
pack and further information contact ADD, stating which vacancy, at: 23 
Lower Keyford, Frome, Somerset BA11 4AP. Tel: (01373) 473064, 


Minicom: (01373).463932, Fax: (01373) 452075, E-mail: add@gn.apc.org 
ASSOCIATION OF | DISABLED PEDPLE 


DISABLED PEOPLE | 


GLAD London’s premier disability organisation wishes to recruit 
Membership Development Officer 


To run a National Lottery Charities Board funded three year 
programme of building on our work with disability groups in London. 
For this post you will need a thorough understanding of the voluntary 
sector and experience of community development work, excellent 
communication skills, good knowledge of disability issues and 
experience of working in the voluntary sector. 


Common Agenda Project Worker 

To run a National Lottery Charities Board funded 18 month project 
aimed at establishing links between the disability organisations and 
organisations of mental health user groups. This is a part-time post 
(28 hours per week). 


The successful candidate should have an understanding of working 
in the voluntary sector and experience of community development 
work, excellent communication skills, good working knowledge of 
survivor issues. You need to have a personal experience of mental 
distress/using mental health services. 


Promotions Officer 


To have the responsibility for GLAD’s day-to-day promotions work, 
including publicising GLAD’s events and the one-off publications. 
This is a permanent position funded by London Boroughs Grants. 


We are looking for a person with a wide experience of all aspects of 
producing publications and promotions material. You should be able 
to use a range of computer software for word processing and 
desktop publishing. You must have a good inter-personal and 
excellent communications skills. 
Candidates for all three posts will have to show a personal 
experience of disability and good understanding of equal 
opportunities. 
For further information please contact Ravi Govindia 
at 336 Brixton Road, London SW9 7AA. Tel: 0171-346 
5800, Fax: 0171-346 5810, Minicom: 0171-346 5811. 


GLAD is a registered charity no. 

NATIONAL 293158 which through its work 

LOTTERY ams to improve opportunities for 

CHaritigs disabled people living or working in 
BOARD London. 


This organisation is funded 
by London Boroughs Grants 


BOURNEMOUTROUGH COUNCIL 


SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE 
Wallisdown Heights Local Office, Canford 
Avenue, Wallisdown, Bournemouth 


TEMPORARY CO-ORDINATOR 
DIRECT PAYMENTS 


One year contract from date of appointment 
Ref: DP001 
Salary: £7,620 - £9,003 
Hours: 18.5 per week 


We would like to hear from you if you are-looking for an excit- 
ing opportunity to become involved in this innovative new pro- 
ject and want to help people with disabilities to: 

+ live independently 

* recruit their own personal assistants 

* manage their own care packages. 

It is essential to have an understanding of Community Care 
and the social model of disability, and have the desire to set up 
Bournemouth’s Payments Pilot Scheme. 

You must be able to demonstrate good time management, 
communication and report writing skills. 

For an informal discussion please contact either Julie 
Vollor, Policy & Development Officer (Adults), on (01202) 
458711 or Geoff Colvin, Service Manager Health & Disability, 
on (01202) 456884. 

Application forms and job descriptions for Social 
Services posts are available from Personnel, Social Services 
Directorate, 6th Floor, Oxford House, Oxford Road, 
Bournemouth BH8 8HA. 24 hour answerphone on (01202) 
458838. Please leave a contact telephone number and quote 
the appropriate reference. : 


Closing date: 13th November 1998. 


The Authority is committed to achieving Equal Opportunities 


Write Away is a national charity which provides 
penfriends for children and adults with disabilities 
and special needs. It also provides a similar scheme 
for parents, carers and brothers and sisters of 
people with disabilities. 


WRITE AWAY 


Penfriends for adults and children 
with disabilities or special needs 


The organisation is now seeking to recruit additional 

trustees to the board with either marketing or fundraising skills and would particularly 
welcome applications from people who have a disability or special need. The current 
board comprises seven trustees and two advisors, chaired by Lord Dearing. 


The position of trustee is entirely voluntary, although out of pocket expenses will be 
reimbursed and the organisation will consider support for training for trustees. 

If you are interested in the position of trustee for Write Away please contact us for an 
information pack: 


Trustee position, Write Away, 1 Thorpe Close, London W10 5XL. 
Tel: 0181-964 4225, Fax: 0181-964 3532, E-mail: writeaway@ndirect.co.uk. 


Action and Rights of Disabled People in Newham 
; requires for 
Newham Independent Living Scheme 
Two Workers for this exciting new project 
An Administrative Worker - must be computer literate. 
Salary £6,000 - £7,500 for 20 hours per week. 


A Finance and PAYE Worker - must have up to date knowledge of PAYE. 
Salary £8,000 - £9,500 for 20 hours per week. 


Disabled People only need apply for these posts. The posts could be 
combined for a full-time post. Closing date 13 November 1998. 


Contact: Jenny Orpwood, NILS, Bryant Street Methodist Centre, 
Stratford E15 4RU. Tel: 0181-555 1470 (voice & text). 


Funded by London Borough of Newham. 
Registered Charity No. 1016234 


ENJOY FREEDOM 
on the road with... 
Electric person lifts M& J Mobility 


@Wheelchair/Scooter Expert Advice Service & 
hoists Repairs e Free Demonstrations 


Rotating car seat Ss 
01703 873800 [or 


eHand controls 
M&]J Mobility, Unit 37, New Forest Enterprise Centre, Rushington Business Park, Totton, Hants. 


e@The new Autochair 


Sp otability 


For details call 01323 508 006 


STAIRLIFTS 

Reconditioned stairlifts 

fitted from £850. 
Guaranteed. 


New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 
All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 
0500 357 496 


All major credit cards accepted 


The December issue of DN will be colour throughout. Call Richard Gresham for details 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 


Special Prices for Disabled People 


BATTERIES 


01923 853669 
BATTGUARD 8 Aldenham Ave 
RADLETT Herts WD7 8HS 


MERCEDES-BENZ and 
VOLKSWAGEN Wheelchair 
Accessible Conversions 


CoTrim specialises in wheelchair accessible conversions 
for both Mercedes VClass and Vitos, and Volkswagen 
Caravelles. We are a recognised Mercedes Body Builder 
and Volkswagen Compatible Design Converter. 

We are also a recognised installer of many leading makes 
of lifts and ramps including 
AMF, Ricon, PLS and 
Ratcliff. 

In addition we carry out 
customised upholstery 
conversions, for example 
cioth to leather, to high 
standards. COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 
COTRIM, ANTON MILL ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE, 

SP10 2RW TELEPHONE: 01264 332665 


Colrim 


Personalised Vehicle 
Conversions 


FIAT FIORINO CONVERSION 


1700cc, diesel, M reg, 7k miles, navy blue. 


Full harness, rear folding ramp, electric winch. 


Seats 3 plus wheelchair. £7,300 ono. 


Tel: (01548) 856501 (South Devon) 


U.S. VANS FOR U.S. DOLLARS 


VanFare, USA is a tetraplegic owned company 
specialising in new and previously owned 
adapted mini or full size vans for disabled 
driver, passenger or group transport. 
Contact: VanFare, USA 11 School St., Essex, 
MA 01929 USA 
Phone: 001 978 768 6228 
Fax: 001 978 768 6404 
E-mail: vanfare@tiac.net 
http://www.tlac.net/users/vanfare 


6 PART EXCHANGE 
CONVERTED 
CARAVELLES DUE 
IN STOCK: 


1997, R reg Caravelle CL, 2.4ltr, diesel 
engine, 5 speed gearbox, rear spring assisted 
ramp and clamping facility for wheelchair, 5k 
miles, Indian blue. £14,350 


1998, R reg Caravelle GL, 2.4ltr, diesel 
engine, rear tail lift, clamping for wheelchair, 
Island metallic blue. Invatravel demonstrator, 
10,500 miles. £19,500 


1995, N reg Caravelle GL, 2.5ltr, petrol 
engine, automatic gearbox, cruise control, 
underfloor side-lift, clamping for wheelchair, 
50k miles, Bordeaux red. £14,500 


1995, N reg Caravelle GL, 2.4ltr, diesel 
engine, 5 speed gearbox, internal stowing 
side-lift, 33k miles, clamping for wheelchair, 
Windsor metallic blue. £13,500 


1992, K reg Caravelle GL, 2.4ltr, diesel engine, 
5 speed gearbox, underfloor side-lift, clamp- 
ing for wheelchair, 68k miles, twin sunroof, 
Jamaica metallic blue. £9,750 


All one owner vehicles, sold with 12 month warranty 
Contact Paul or David, 66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport 
PR9Q 90S, tel: (01704) 506608. 


COMFORT & CARE 


for incontinence sufferers 


FOR ALL CONDITIONS 


FOR MEN 
& WOMEN 


BN Ch 


Comfiavi me 


& J 
“S Fon we 


Superior range of quality incontinence wear for: 


DISCREET PROTECTION, COMFORT AND CONFIDENCE 


FREE BROCHURE @& FREEPHONE 


0800 413860 


GREEN Cross HEALTHCARE LTD 
De] FREEPOST (NEA2674) HARROGATE HG3 7BR 


Scotland’s only 


AQ otability 


ACCREDITED 


Vehicle converter 
Equipment manufacturer & supplier 


aGleneagles 


‘Conversions Lid 


95 Bonnygate, CUPAR, Fife 
Tel: (01334) 657722 
Fax: (01334) 657711 


Continued on page 38 
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Recruitment (also on pages 36 and 37) 


raid 
es 


Richmond Advice and 
Information on Disability 


Business Manager 
Salary: £21,627 incl. OLW for 36 hours per week 


Raid is an organisation of disabled people and we want to appoint a 
Business Manager to take on an innovative role managing the new 
Disability Action and Advice Centre in Teddington. 


Reporting to the Director, the successful candidate will develop 
services, pursue fundraising opportunities and manage financial 
control procedures. 


lf you have experience in financial management combined with 
sound business skills and have experience of disability issues, 
RAID would like to hear from you. 


For further information and an application form please send a large 
SAE to: The Information Officer, The Annexe, Fortescue House, 
Stanley Road, Twickenham TW2 5PZ. 


Closing date for applications: Friday 20 November 


RAID is an equal opportunities employer and particularly welcomes 
disabled applicants. 


Registered Charity No. 1011697. A Company Limited by Guarantee. 
Registered in England No. 3612476. Affiliated to DIAL UK. 


THE ART HOUSE 


exists to enable disabled and non-disabled visual 
artists to access opportunities to develop their 
creative practice in an inclusive and accessible 
environment. Following a successful A4E application 
we wish to appoint, on three year contracts: 


A PROJECTS OFFICER 


to initiate and co-ordinate a range of visual arts and crafts projects 
and exhibitions on a national basis. 


A TRAINING AND INFORMATION OFFICER 


to provide training and information to visual artists, particularly 
those with disabilities, in areas such as self-employment, benefit 
rights, physical access to workspaces, education and training, and 
employment opportunities. 


Salaries: £16,000 - £18,000. 


For further information and an application form please send name, 
address and two 20p stamps to: The Art House, Dean Clough, 
Halifax HX3 5AX. 


The Art House strives to be an equal opportunities employer and 
particularly welcomes applications from people with disabilties. 
Information packs are available in large print, Braille or on audio tape. 


The Art House is a registered charity no. 1063671 and a company 
limited by guarantee no. 3345162. 


Yorkshire & Humberside 


ARTS 


Gove 
The Disability Law Service 


offers free, confidential legal advice and representation to disabled people. 

Due to an increasing demand for our service, and a number of exciting 

new developments we are looking to expand our organisation. 
Applications are invited for: 


1) SOLICITOR: COMMUNITY CARE 
(part-time 17.5 hours) 


2) SOLICITOR: CHILDREN 
(full-time 35 hours) 
This full-time post is also suitable for job sharers. 


Salaries are currently under review. 


(Likely range: £22,000 — £26,000). 
For more information and an application pack, please contact: 


The Disability Law Service, 2nd Floor, High Holborn House, 52-54 High 
Holborn, London WC1V 6RL. 
Tel/Minicom: 0171-831 8031, Fax: 0171-831 5582. 


The application pack is available in alternative formats upon request. 
Closing date for completed applications: 20 November 


The Disability Law Service is committed to equal opportunities and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community. 


Funded by ie Registered Charity Number: 280805 


Want your advert to reach more people? Why not put 


your advert on DN’s website? Call Richard Gresham: 
tel: 0171-619 7336, fax: 0171-619 7331. 
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Habinteg 


Housing Association 


Habinteg is a charitable housing association, which 
has been building and managing accessible housing 
throughout England for more than 25 years. One 
quarter of our properties are for wheelchair users 
and their families. In recent years every one of our 
homes has been built to Lifetime Homes standards — 
homes that are built to adapt to meet changing 
needs. Our aim is to continue our proud record of 
being both a provider of first class homes and a 
promoter of Lifetime Homes. 


We are committed to employing people with 
disabilities. 


as an 
Advocacy Worker 


Salary: £19,879 pro rata 


disc, in Braille and in large print, please contact: 


D Block, Nuttall Street, London N1 5LZ. 


November 1998. 
Company No. 3423122. 


CHOICE-IN-HACKNEY 


An equal opportunities employer 


Shopmobility 


For an application form and further information please write to, or telephone, our Head Office, 
Habinteg Housing Association, 1 Pemberton Row, London EC4A 3PQ, Tel: 0171-822 8703 (24 
hour answerphone), or e-mail: humanresources@habinteg.org.uk. Closing date for the return 
of completed application forms Friday 6 November 1998. 


Habinteg is working towards equal opportunities 


CHOICE-IN-HACKNEY, an advocacy service run by and for 
disabled people in Hackney wishes to recruit a disabled person 


Hours: 26 per week 


The worker will work in partnership with disabled people and link 
individuals to all the services they require in order to maintain control 
over their own lives. This post is jointly funded by the London 
Borough of Hackney and East London’s City Health Authority. 


For further details and an application pack, also available on tape, 


CHOICE-IN-HACKNEY, St Leonard's Primary Care Centre, 2 Floor, 


Tel: 0171-613 3206, Minicom:0171-739 8773, Fax: 0171-739 8599. 


Closing date for completed application form is 4pm on Friday 20" 


Housing Research and Policy Officer 
£19,728 — £22,170 pa inc. London 


This is a newly created position within the 
association. Reporting to the Director of Operations, 
you will co-ordinate the development of new 
policies and procedures reflecting good practice 
within the social housing sector. 


The successful candidate will have a sound 
knowledge of housing legislation, good practice 
and disability issues. Experience in social housing 
would be an advantage. 


Although based in London, you will occasionally be 
required to travel to other locations. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 

LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE 

YOU NEED OR DISPOSING OF 

YOUR EXISTING VEHICLE? 
Register your requirements or vehicle 
for sale with the Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Register 

and let us match buyer with seller. 

For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


BIG BIBS 
For anyone who loves to eat! 
Effective clothes protection — fully washable 


FREE BROCHURE illustrating the range of 
fun and formal designs 
Up Front Designware, Feveralls Lodge, 
Roe End Lane, Markyate, Herts AL3 8AG. 
‘Tel: (01582) 840797 


Is scooter storage a problem? 
Looking for an affordable weather proof 
storage for your scooter - contact Comfort 
Aids for information on our scooter hut. 
Telephone Hayley or Kelly on 


0115-911 0322 


Waltham Forest a 


Shopmobility Waltham Forest is seeking to appoint a 
Co-ordinator to set up and manage a new Shopmobility 
scheme in Walthamstow Town Centre. 


An understanding and/or experience of disability is 
essential and the post holder will need experience of 
working with disabled people. We are looking for a 
friendly, organised, self-starter with the ability to 
develop this scheme to its full potential. Involving users 
will be central, and the post holder will need to be an 
excellent communicator. 


The post is initially for one year and is 18 hours per 
week. Any extension will depend on the postholder 
being successful in fundraising. 


For an application form and further details please write 
enclosing an Aé4 sae to: 


Shopmobility Waltham Forest 
clo WFAD 

Alpha Business Centre 
South Grove 

London 

E17 7NX 


Closing date is Friday 4° December and we hope to 
interview early in January 1999. 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 


check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


for lifting 
wheelchairs, 
scooters and 

people into 

cars... 

WE HAVE 

THE ANSWER! 
Ring Free 0800 214 045 
for brochure 


or free 
demo 


Autochair Ltd, Milford Lane, 
Bakewell DE45 1DX 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


yor? Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Deadlines for the December issue of Disability Now: 
Booking deadline is 6 November 
Copy deadline is 10 November 


Special offers 39 


Batteries are 
not included 


Do you fancy being the owner 
of one of the coolest items of 
the year — the brainchild of 
inventor Trevor Bayliss? 

Thanks to BayGen, we have 
one of these see-through 
Freeplay wind-up radios (in 
red), worth £60, to give away. 

The eye-catching radio has 
AM/FM channels and jacks for 
an AC adaptor and head- 
phones. The splash-proof 
moulding is made of durable 
plastic and has been tested “in 
the scorching heat of Africa and 
the bitter cold of Canada”. 

A fantastic new feature is an 
inbuilt solar panel. Being trans- 


parent you can see the genera- 
tor at work, which provides one 
hour’s listening from a 25 sec- 
ond wind-up. 

But the solar panel gives you 
unlimited playtime as long as 
the sun shines. 

What’s more, all the Freeplay 
radios are made by disabled 
people in South Africa, so you 
can enjoy your music knowing 
you are helping to provide 
employment. 


To find your local BayGen 
stockist, or to purchase direct, 
tel: 0800-731 3052. Also avail- 
able in blue, green or clear. 


There’s plenty to look forward 
to with Christmas on the hori- 
zon, but what about the bind of 
cleaning up afterwards? 

Let DN help you make it 
slightly less painful. 

Thanks to Rowenta, we have a 
Revo’ vacuum cleaner (RS007), 
worth £100, up for grabs. 

This stylish, ultra-compact 
cleaner is half the size and 
weight of standard cylinder 
vacuum cleaners, being less 
than four kilos. It also comes 
with a shoulder strap, making 
it much easier to use for people 
who have limited strength or 
mobility impairments. 

The 1300-watt motor has 
variable electronic controls and 
a multi-filter system, ensuring a 
“filtration level of 9.97 per 
cent” — in other words it’s a 
dead cert for picking up dust 
mites and pollen, as well as 
hidden Christmas cake crumbs 
and left over turkey scraps. 

The cleaner has economy and 
maximum settings, comes with 
a vacuum bag, and an exten- 
sion tube, dusting brush and 
crevice tool to make lighter 
work of awkward spaces. 


For those not fortunate enough 
to win, you can obtain further 
information from Rebecca 
Collins, Rowenta Consumer 
Bureau, 24/26 Towerfield Road, 
Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 9QE, 
tel: (01702) 299255. 


What’s in DN next month? 
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NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
1 Please reserve me a regular copy of Disability Now until further notice 
Please deliver a copy of Disability Now to my home address 


I Name: 
! Address: 


1 Signature: 


j To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is published monthly by Scope, 
16 Market Road, London N7 9PW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, 


DN SURVEY 


ARTS 


did it go? 
CITY FOCUS 


28 October. 


LISA HITCHEN 


I White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 
Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 


CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 


Gifts, toys, books, recipies — DN gives you the goods. 


Government departments — what are the employment 
prospects if you’re a disabled applicant? 


Nabil Shaban makes his debut at the National Theatre in 
Salman Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of Stories. How 


There’s a Heatwave in Exeter, so we go and see how hot 
this historic city is. 


Plus the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 


Postcode: 


2 a ee Se a ee 2 


OO 


| hegee 


Clean up with DN 


To enter these special offers, send your name and address on a 
postcard marked “radio”, “Rowenta” or “screen” to: Disability 
Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. Closing date 27 
November 1998. Offers not open to DN staff or associates. UK 
entrants only. Cash equivalents not available on any prize. 


Screen keen 


Disability Now is well aware of 
the growing importance of 
computers to disabled people. 
We are also aware of their var- 
ied shortcomings. 

So, to help out our visually 
impaired readers, and with 
thanks to KCS — Tools for the 
Computer Enabled, we have 
two packs of screen magnifier 
and cursor locator software, for 
Windows 3.x/’95/°98 and NT, 
worth £25 each, to give away. 

The magnifier ranges from 
two to ten times size, requires 
no extra hardware/software 
and can accommodate multiple 


magnifications. “Auto-posi- 
tion” keeps the magnifier away 
from the cursor, “track-cursor” 
keeps them together, “lock- 
position” lets you continuously 
magnify one location on the 
screen, and a “cross-hair” func- 
tion will help those who have 
difficulty following the cursor. 
All menus are in large sizes for 
easy reading. 


Further details: KCS — Tools for 
the Computer Enabled™, 
FREEPOST, Southampton 
SO17 1YA, tel: (01703) 584314. 


Attention retailers 
The December issue of Disability Now will have the covermount 
A Buyer’s Guide, produced by the Office of Fair trading. This 
will outline your legal rights, how to complain and where to get 
help. So order your copies of Disability Now, now! 
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